Searching for our
LLost Treasures

The Third Sorrow: The Loss of the Child Jesus in
the Temple

Based on Your Sorrow is My Sorrow by Sr. Joyce
Rupp, OSM



https://joycerupp.com/your-sorrow-is-my-sorrow/

Outline

& Read:
& Luke 2:41-51
& Reflect:
& Our lost Treasures
¢ Searching and Finding
¢ Living m Mystery
¢ Respond:
& Prayerful conversation.

¢ Praying a septet of the Servite Rosary.




Before We Read. ..

¢ Take a moment to center yourself

& Reflect on this passage through Mary’s eyes. Put yourself in her shoes, imagine the scene.
What is she thinking? Feeling? What stands out?



Luke 2:41-51

Each year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for
the feast of Passover, and when he was twelve years
old, they went up according to festival custom. After
they had completed its days, as they were returning,
the boy Jesus remained behind in Jerusalem, but his
parents did not know it. Thinking that he was in the
caravan, they journeyed for a day and looked for him
among their relatives and acquaintances, but not

finding him, they returned to Jerusalem to look for
him. ...
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Luke 2:41-51

After three days they found him in the temple,
sitting in the midst of the teachers, listening to them
and asking them questions, and all who heard him
were astounded at his understanding and his answers.
When his parents saw him, they were astonished, and
his mother said to him, “Son, why have you done this
to us? Your father and I have been looking for you
with great anxiety.” And he said to them, “Why were
you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be
in my Father’s house?” But they did not understand
what he said to them. He went down with them and
came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them; and his
mother kept all these things in her heart.




We pray...

Mary, strength of the broken hearted,
through the loss of your holy child, you
experienced the feelings of worry, fatigue,
disappointment, and anger.

Pray for us, that we who often are weighed
down with the disappointments of life may
be comforted by Christ’s presence in the
Church. And so strengthened in our search
for the peace of mind that is offered to all
God’s sons and daughters through the
mystery of salvation, we may come to
share in the inheritance that is yours with
the saints and angels forever.

- From the Via Matris



https://secularservites.org/seven-sorrows-of-mary

Our Lost Treasures

Mary’s sorrow at the loss of her son “is the sorrow of-all those who lose and then search
desperately for the pearl of their life that they once had and cannot find” (75).

The loss of a child through drugs, gangs, hostile disagreements, ...
The loss of a partner or good friends through disagreement, distance, ...

The loss of ourselves, our sense of identity, direction, purpose, ...

“The lost child in the temple can symbolize whatever and whoever we greatly treasure
when we no longer have it in our possession: lost faith, lost good health, lost belief 1n self,
lost happiness, lost financial security, lost values, lost peace of mind...” (78-79).

“Like Mary’s experience with Jesus, we don’t always notice right away’ that our treasures
are missing (78).



Tension and Turmoil, Searching and Finding

& Sometimes, we never have the closure of finding our lost treasures.

¢ The stories of Angeline and Patricia who both had daughters get involved in gangs, or the story of
Jose and Alicia, whose little boy was kidnapped (76).

& Even when we find our missing treasure, “we may still have to deal with emotions like
anger, confusion, and guilt that surfaced while searching” (79).

¢ We can spend so much energy on “what if,” “if only,” and questions of guilt and blame... its easy
to obsess over these thoughts, and at some point, it becomes just spinning our wheels.



Mystery

®

Mary “kept all these things in her heart” (Lk
2:51). Treasured it, pondered it, reflected on it,
prayed with it, but “she was left to live with the
mystery of what had taken place” (82).

Sometimes, we never get a satisfactory answer
to “why.”

“Once we have paid full attention to our
experience, with all its hurt and turmoil, there
comes a time when we must put the matter to
rest even if we do not understand why this
happened to us” (83).

“We ought never to go searching all alone. It is
essential to call on God for guidance and
direction” (83).

& That we “may be comforted by Christ’s
presence in the Church...”



Questions for Conversation

Have you had an experience of losing a treasure in your life? What was it like? What
were your thoughts and feelings?

Have you journeyed with someone else who was searching for a lost treasure in their life?
What did you learn?

What 1s the most difficult part of losing someone or something of great value?
What is most needed or most helpful for you when searching for a lost treasure?

Has your relationship with God influenced how you have searched for the missing parts
of your life? How?






The Servite Rosary

L: The Third Sorrow: Mary seeks Jesus, lost in Jerusalem.
L: Our Father...
A: Give us this day...
(seven Hail Marys)
L: Hail Mary...
A: Holy Mary...
L: Blessed are you, Queen of Martyrs,
United to the Passion of Christ,

you became our mother,

and a sign of hope in our life.
A: Amen.
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