History of the
Novena

in Honor of Our
Sorrowful Mother

A summary based
on the work of
Rev. James R. Keane, O.S.M.

Ad Jesum per Mariam
To Jesus through Mary

!
SERVITE CONFRATERNITY

ORDER SERVANTS OF MARY




Origins of the Servite Order
(13th Century)

e 1233: Our Lady appeared to seven
noblemen of Florence, instructing them to
form a community.

e 1240: She gave them the Servite habit and
the name “Servants of Mary.”

e First monastery: Monte Senario, spreading
devotion to Our Lady of Sorrows.

e Official approval: Pope Benedict XI, 1304.




Early Devotions: The Via Matris

e The Via Matris (“Way of the Mother”)
traces Mary’s seven sorrows.

e Emerged in the 14th century; indulgenced
in 1837 by Pope Gregory XVI.

e Helped prepare the way for novena
prayers.




The Novena in Chicago (1937)

Introduced by Rev. James R. Keane,
0O.S.M., at Our Lady of Sorrows Church.

First service: January 8, 1937, approved
by Cardinal Mundelein.

Elements: Via Matris, Servite prayers,
hymns to Mary, Memorare, Benediction.

By 1938: 73,000 weekly attendees at 38
Friday services.




Worldwide Expansion

Spread to St. Cecilia’s, Chicago (1938),
then worldwide.

Within 12 years: over 2,000 churches,
including 49 cathedrals.

By 1950s: over 1 million attendees each
Friday.

Published in 22 languages (including
Braille).




Legacy

Devotion to Mary’s sorrows is as old as
the Church.

The Novena form is modern (1937), but
deeply rooted in tradition.

Motto: Ad Jesum per Mariam — To Jesus
through Mary.

Countless blessings and graces attributed
to the devotion.
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