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Essential Iltems
(Part 1)

Formation is a time of learning about the Servite
Secular Order through study of the Rule of Life.

Formation is a process—not a program.

Goal: Introduce the candidate to the function, life,
and vocation of the Secular Order of the Servants of
Mary.

The formation process is at least one year in
duration.




Essential Iltems
(Part 2)

Formation deepens the candidate’s knowledge
of the Servite Order and its lay vocation.

Participation in the community, study, and
prayer are essential.

Building of community is central to formation.

Community is fostered by faithful participation
and attendance at all formation meetings.

Members missing formation meetings must
review the work missed.




Article 44: The
Vocation of
the Secular
Servant of
Mary

* Nourished within the
Community

e Livedin Communion

e Sustained through
Continuing Formation




Community as the Place of Growth:
Formation doesn’t happen in isolation

The Secular Community provides:
- Models of living the Rule of Life

- Concrete examples of Servite values

- Opportunities to share joys & difficulties

Attraction and change happen by seeing Servite
life lived authentically




Communion with the Servite Family

Life and values are
The Secular Order is not nourished by interaction
an end in itself with the wider Servite
Family

Members learn from
priests, brothers, sisters,
and other expressions
of the Servite vocation




Formation as a Lifelong Journey

Greater emphasis during the year of probation

But formation is a lifelong process

Servites must:

- Stay updated

- Continue learning

- Deepen their vocation throughout life



Means of Continuing Formation

Study Study official documents of the Church and the Servite Order.

Attend Attend workshops and conferences.

Do private reading and study.

Review Review human, social, and religious concerns.

Discuss Discuss issues related to Servite life.



Article 45:
Communion
of Life

e Secular Community offers:
- Communion of life

- Constant help and mutual
support

e Servite Family offers:
- Riches of the Church

- Richness of Servite tradition
and spirituality




Living Communion in the Community

Members support
each other in marital,
family, and social life

Encouragement in
active involvement in
the world

Practical help and
shared lived
experiences




UMIFAS around the World

PHILIPINES LS
'._ A
K i
INDIA xxl CANADA
= 3 | _
HHM \ I|I /
W | | Vi
: E-LH""-\.HH.?. k. | b r/
The Wider g
i ITALY " SRR p— o FRAMCE E BELSILM
Servite wars | <
. =
Family Y
z % oo 21
"l A L1 ey
ARCA I Y MEXICO
Fi | \
5 b
/ I i
LY

AN & PORTUGAL

o

CHILE
BOLIVIA




An umbrella
international
organization of

Servites

What is UNIFAS

Established May 4,
1987

By Servite
leadership from
around the world

J




Foster Communication and Collaboration
through

* Mutual help in the common sectors of
our life and of our commitment to

Purpose of cervice
UNIFAS * The reading together of the signs of
the times and the search for adequate
answers

 Consultation on themes and initiatives
of joint interest




Article 46: Member
Responsibilities

Builds on Article 45

Looks at responsibilities of the
members themselves

Participation in communion of
life

Contribution to the richness of
the Servite Order




Article 46: Personal
Commitment

Communion and assistance of
Community remain ineffective until
embraced by each Secular Servite

Personal commitment is indispensable
for a living relationship

Intellectual assent is not enough —
requires practical application

Use of gifts and talents honors God and
serves humanity

Vocation must be consciously accepted
and lived out




Article 47: Mary as
Model

e Mary lived an ordinary life: family worries, work, leisure
e Found true meaning through her union with Jesus
e Shared in the Savior’s mission in a unique way
e Secular Servites are called to:
- Strive toward holiness through daily life
- Find inspiration in union with Christ

- Live spirituality of the Servite Order (Art. 10)




Article 48: Criteria for Admission
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Process of Admission
(Arts. 49-50)

vote

communities
presumed)

in prayer



Article 51: Period of Probation

Begins after admission
Discerns authenticity of vocation

Candidate studies & practices the Rule of Life

Learns through lived experience in the Secular
Community




Reflection /
Discussion

Questions

How do | define vocation?

How do | understand my vocation as a lay
person in the Church?

What do | hope to learn during this
formation period?

How is my vocation nourished within
community?

What does living communion in daily life
mean for me?

How do | show personal commitment to
my Servite vocation?

How does Mary’s example guide my
everyday holiness?
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