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Essential Items

- The Servites arose as an expression of evangelical 
apostolic life.

- Servites are committed to witness the Gospel in fraternal 
communion and to be of service of God and all people.

- The inspiration for Servite life is Mary, Mother and 
Servant of the Lord.



Mary’s Fiat at the Annunciation

Mary teaches Servites:

a) to receive the Word of God.

b) to be attentive to the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit.



Overview

Article 1: Identity and Origins of the Servite Order

Article 2: Dedication to Mary and Service to God 
and Neighbor

Article 3: From Marian Attitude to Action in the 
World

Article 4: One Vocation, Many Expressions



Article 1 – Identity (Constitutions, Art. 1)

Order of Friar Servants of Mary arose as an 
expression of evangelical apostolic life.

Community gathered in the name of Jesus, 
moved by the Spirit.

Commitment: witness the Gospel in fraternal 
communion; serve God and all people.

Abiding inspiration from Mary, Mother and 
Servant of the Lord.



Article 1 – Historical Context

“Evangelical apostolic 
life”: mendicant 

movement (13th c.).
Evangelical

Life patterned on the 
Gospel; following 

Christ per the Gospels.

Apostolic

Acts 2:42–47; 4:32–37: 
teaching, common life, 

breaking bread, 
prayer; one heart and 

mind.

Rule of St. Augustine 
adopted by the Seven 

Holy Founders.



Article 1 – Community & Service

Essential: common life “in the name of Jesus the 
Lord.”

Service of God and others aligns Servite spirituality 
with mendicant spirit.

Today’s friars (priests & brothers) continue this Gospel 
life.



Article 1 – Marian Inspiration

• A constant, creative adherence—not mere imitation.
• Model: Mary, “first and most perfect follower of Christ.”

Drawing abiding inspiration

• Glory & humility united; titles reference Christ (Mother) and Yahweh 
(Servant).

Mother and Servant of the Lord

Servite life is permanently characterized by this Marian 
gaze.



Article 2 –
Dedication & 

Service

• Servites dedicate 
themselves to Mary to 
better serve God and 
neighbor.

• Origins: “Servants of St. 
Mary” linking Marian 
service to care for the poor 
and sick.

• Purpose statement
– Service is the social 

charism of the Order 
(humility & service in 
love).



Article 2 – “Dedication” Nuances

Term chosen over 
“consecration” 

(Madrid, 1968) to 
emphasize freshness 

and depth.

Traits of dedication

Relative: ordered to 
service of God & 

neighbor.
Perpetual and total.

Every act of service 
bears a Marian 

mark—and is homage 
to Our Lady.



Article 2 –
Pilgrimage & 

Turning to Mary

• Pilgrimage to Christ
– Conversion path; Pauline 

“race” toward Christ.
• “They have turned to her…” 

Images
– Mary as Star in darkness 

(St. Bernard); Ave Maris 
Stella.

– Queen of Mercy; Model 
of Gospel virtues; Teacher 
of spiritual life.

• This turning continues today 
in praise, supplication, and 
imitation.



Article 2 –
Lessons from 

Mary

• From the Annunciation (fiat)
– Receive the Word of God.
– Be attentive to the 

promptings of the Holy 
Spirit.

• From the Passion (at the 
Cross)
– Learn to understand and 

alleviate human suffering.
– Pray: “Teach us to stand 

with you at the foot of 
countless crosses.”



Article 2 –
Reflection / 
Discussion

• What lessons do we learn 
from Mary’s fiat?

• How have the Word of God 
and the Spirit’s promptings 
inspired you?

• How has Mary’s suffering led 
you to understand and 
alleviate human suffering?



Article 3 – From 
Attitude to 

Action

• Know Mary and her mission 
in salvation history.

• Action 1: Support the struggle 
to be free
– Primary: freedom from 

sin (fruit of redemption).
– Also: oppose human 

oppressions and slavery.
• Action 2: Bridge divisions

– Work so Mary (“Daughter 
of Zion”) becomes a 
symbol of unity.

• Action 3: Strengthen the 
insecure
– Propose Mary’s humble 

confidence in God as a 
model.



Article 4 – One 
Vocation, Many 

Expressions

• Many religious congregations 
and lay groups arose around 
Servite communities.

• Others, already existing, 
associated themselves with 
the Order.

• Each—religious or lay—
expresses in its own way the 
one Servite vocation shared 
by all.



Article 4 –
Pathways & 

Examples

• Around Servite communities
– Third Order → religious 

congregations (e.g., 
Ladysmith Servite Sisters).

– Servite Secular Institute; 
foundations in Swaziland.

• Already existing groups 
attracted to the ideal
– Servite Sisters in India; 

Mexican Third Order 
groups devoted to Our 
Lady of Sorrows.

• Shared ideal lived according 
to diverse life states; vocation 
themes developed in Articles 
8–9.



Article 4 –
Reflection / 
Discussion

• How did your call to become 
a Servite come about?

• How do Secular Servites share 
a common vocation with 
friars and all Servites?

• What distinguishes the 
secular expression from the 
religious expression?



Reflection / Discussion Questions

1) How do I witness to the 
Gospel of Jesus now?

2) How does Mary, Mother and 
Servant of the Lord, inspire my 

faith in the Lord?



Closing & Next 
Steps

• Continue reading Rule of Life 
and Commentary (pp. 14–26).

• Pray with Luke 1 and the 
Servant Songs (Isaiah 42, 49, 
50, 52–53).

• Prepare personal responses 
to reflection questions for 
group sharing.
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