FORMATION SESSION TWO THEOLOGICAL GLOSSARY

The Order of the Servants of Mary

Fiat
Mary’s response to God at the Annunciation (Luke 1:38). In Servite spirituality, fiat signifies

a lifelong posture of availability to God, marked by listening, trust, and active cooperation
with grace.

Stabat

Mary standing at the foot of the Cross (John 19:25). For Servites, stabat expresses faithful
presence, compassion, and solidarity with suffering humanity.

Charism

A spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit for the good of the Church. The Servite charism is
marked by Marian discipleship, communal life, and compassionate service.

Dedication to Mary

A relational and vocational commitment by which Servites entrust themselves to Mary to
serve God and neighbor more faithfully.

Servants of Mary

The identity of the Order: following Christ in the spirit of Mary through prayer, fraternity, and
service, always Christ-centered and ecclesial.

One Vocation, Many Expressions

The shared Servite vocation lived through diverse states of life—friars, religious, and
Secular Servites—without uniformity of form.

Pilgrimage

An image of the Christian life as a journey of continual conversion toward Christ,
accompanied by Mary as Star of the Sea.

Compassion

From the Latin cum-patior, “to suffer with.” In Servite life, compassion is active solidarity
rooted in Mary’s presence at the Cross.
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