
Vigilia De Domina
A Marian Prayer of the Servants of  Mary (Servites)
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The History of  the 

Servites

The Order of Friar Servants of  Mary was founded 

on the Feast of  the Assumption, August 15, 1233. 

It was founded by seven merchants from Florence, 

who sold all that they had, gave to the poor, and 

committed themselves to a life of community and 

service, inspired by and devoted to Our Lady.

The Seven Holy Founders are the only group of  

non-martyrs canonized together. 



The History of  the Servites

The early 13th century was a tumultuous time for 

the Church.

Ongoing, political conflict between the Holy 

Roman Empire and the Pope

Inspired by St. Francis of  Assisi, there were many 

new popular religious groups. 

Some of  these groups were holy, some were heretical, 

some were cash-grabs.

Some groups allied themselves with the Holy Roman 

Empire against the Pope.



The History of  the 

Servites

Second Council of Lyon (1272-1274)

Suppressed all the new religious orders, except those 
that had already been approved.

Listed the approved orders: the Franciscans, 
Dominicans, Carmelites, and Augustinians. 
(Servites absent!)

The Servites were left in limbo

We had previously received the rights of an 
approved order (e.g., to build our own churches, 
receive new members, have a General Chapter, etc.)

Were we approved or were we suppressed?



History of  the Servites / History 
of  the Vigilia

St. Philip Benizi

St. Philip was our Prior General at the time

Dutifully fought the legal battle to have the Servites 

approved

Encouraged the Friars to pray the Vigilia De 

Domina, to ask Our Lady to intercede for her 

Orderõs definitive approval. 

Died before the Order was approved (1285), but in 

1304, Pope Benedict XI definitively approved the 

Servants of Mary!

Weõve been praying the Vigilia ever since! 



The History of  the Vigilia
The exact origins of this prayer are unknown, but it stems from 11thð13th century Marian 

piety.

It did not originate with the Servites, but over the centuries it became characteristically our 

own because we are the only Order to continuously pray it.

The Vigilia is patterned off the Liturgy of the Hours, the way members of religious orders 

pray the Psalms throughout the day.

There are two forms:

The ancient form

An updated form, rooted in contemporary Servite Marian piety. 



Overview of  the Vigilia: Form 2, St. Mary, Servant 

of  the Lord.
Introduction

Roles: Leader, All. 

Psalmody (3 Psalms)

Roles: Leader, 1st Antiphonarian, 1stòside,ó 2nd Antiphonarian, 2ndòside.ó

Reading-Prayers (3 readings)

Roles: Reader(s), Leader, All. 

Conclusion

Roles: Leader, All. 

It looks complicated, but itõs easy to pick up!



Assigning roles

Leader: Bro. Thomas

1stAntiphonarian and òalló voice:

2nd Antiphonarian:

3 Readers: 

Because Zoom works best with one person speaking at a time, everyone else can just pick 

one of  the antiphonariansto follow, being either ò1stsideó or ò2ndside.ó 



Before we begin:

for what intentions should we 

pray?



Introduction

Leader: Blessed are you among women,

All: and blessed is the fruit of  your womb.

Leader: Come, let us praise the Lord

for the wonders he has worked in the Virgin Mary.

All: Great and wonderful are your works,

Lord God almighty;

just and true are your ways

o king of  the nations.



Psalmody (1/15)

Leader: Hail, faithful Virgin, woman of the new covenant, first to enter the 

kingdom.

Psalm 111

1st Antiphonarian: I will thank the Lord with all my heart

(1st side joins) in the meeting of  the just and their assembly.

Great are the works of the Lord;

to be pondered by all who love them.



Psalmody (2/15)

2nd antiphonarian + side: Majestic and glorious his work,

his justice stands firm forever.

He makes us remember his wonders.

The Lord is compassion and love.

1st antiphonarian + side : he gives food to those who fear him;

keeps his covenant ever in mind.

He has shown his might to his people.

by giving them the lands of the nations.



Psalmody (3/15)

2nd antiphonarian + side: His works are justice and truth:

his precepts are all of them sure,

standing firm forever and ever

they are made in uprightness and truth.

1st antiphonarian + side : he has sent deliverance to his people

and established his covenant forever.

Holy his name, to be feared.



Psalmody (4/15)

2nd antiphonarian + side: to fear the Lord is the first stage of  wisdom,

all who do so prove themselves wise.

his praise shall last forever!

1st antiphonarian + side : Glory to the Father, and the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit

2nd antiphonarian + side: As it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be forever, amen.



Psalmody (5/15)

Leader: We thank you, Lord; through Mary, your faithful servant, you have 
given us the Mediator of the new covenant Grant that we too may obey your 
commands with love and be always faithful to your Word and to our 
commitment of  service.

1st antiphonarian: Hail, faithful Virgin, woman of the new covenant, first to 
enter the kingdom.

2nd antiphonarian: Hail, glorious Mother of  Christ, in you the lowly are raised 
up, and through you the hope of  the poor is renewed.


