
Formation Session III 
The Secular Order of the 
Servants of Mary

Rule of Life, Articles 5-9; 
Commentary pages 32-41
Handbook page 139
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Formation Session Three - Agenda

• Opening Prayer

• Article 5: Who are the Secular Servites

• Article 6: One Family, One Ideal 

• Article 7: Witnesses to the Lay Origins 

• Articles 8 & 9: Understanding Vocation 

2



Opening Reflection

• Session III - Reflects on who we are as Secular 
Servites; our identity, our vocation, and our 
place within the Servite family.

• Theme - Being a Servite is not simply something 
we do; it is who we are.
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Article 5: Who are the Secular Servites

• Community of baptized men and women, and 
members of the diocesan clergy 

• Seek holiness by serving Christ and others
• Inspired by Mary as both Mother and Servant 

of Jesus 
• Members commit to living out this calling in 

their family and social lives by following the 
example of the Seven Holy Founders.
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Article 5: Example of the Seven Holy Founders

• The founders began as laypeople united in prayer and service.

• Our lay vocation is not secondary; it is original to the Servite 
charism.

• Resources about the Seven Holy Founders
– EWTN Butler’s Lives of the Saints: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order

– Catholic World Report: Seven lessons from the Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 

– Wikipedia: Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order

– The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order and Early Beginnings of the Servants of 
Mary, Maire Ni Chearbhaill (London 1986).  See resources cited on page 34

• Reflection: How can the Seven Founders guide the way we live 
in our families and social lives?
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https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/seven-holy-founders-of-the-servite-order-5160
https://www.ewtn.com/catholicism/library/seven-holy-founders-of-the-servite-order-5160
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/17/seven-lessons-from-the-seven-holy-founders-of-the-servite-order/
https://www.catholicworldreport.com/2024/02/17/seven-lessons-from-the-seven-holy-founders-of-the-servite-order/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Holy_Founders_of_the_Servite_Order
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Seven_Holy_Founders_of_the_Servite_Order


Article 6: One Family, One Ideal 

Three key elements that all Servants of Mary share:
• The Same Ideal - To become more like Christ, what St. Paul 

calls reaching the “full stature of Christ.” Allowing Christ’s life 
to shape our own so that we grow toward holiness and 
fullness of life.

• The Same Commitment to an Evangelical and Apostolic Life - 
Servants of Mary are called to live according to the Gospel 
and to serve others. Rooted in the mendicant tradition, this 
way of life emphasizes simplicity, community, and active 
witness in the world.

• The Same Devotion to the Mother of God - Love for Mary is 
essential to Servite spirituality, but it is not restricted to one 
form of prayer or devotion. 6

"until we all reach 
unity in the faith 
and in the 
knowledge of the 
Son of God and 
become mature, 
attaining to the 
whole measure of 
the fullness of 
Christ“
St. Paul’s letter to the 
Ephesians, 4:13

The Secular Order of the Servants of Mary fits within the larger Servite 
family. Although its members live in the world as laypeople, they share 
the same calling as friars, sisters, nuns, and form one spiritual family 
united by a common vocation.



Article 6: Unity Does Not Require Uniformity

• There is no single required expression of Marian 
devotion.

• Rosary, meditation on Mary's sorrows, the Annunciation, 
Marian prayer traditions, all are paths that draw us closer 
to Christ.

• The question is not how we honor Mary, but whether her 
spirit shapes our discipleship.

• Reflection: What form of Marian devotion attracts you 
most? Which devotion do you engage in most? 
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Article 7: Witnesses to Lay Origins

The Servite vocation began as a lay calling - secular members 
today embody the earliest form of Servite life by living out 
prayer, service, and Marian devotion within everyday society.

• The Servite vocation is meant not only for religious life but 
also for faithful witness in the world.

• The Seven Founders belonged to a lay confraternity shaped 
by movements focused on penance, charity, and devotion 
to Mary.

• The early Servites prayed together, served the poor, and 
discerned God’s call in community.

• Reflection: How can our community be a place where faith 
is strengthened and vocation deepened (i.e. 'Little Monte 
Senario’)?
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Articles 8 & 9: Understanding Vocation
Articles 8 and 9 teach that the Secular Servite vocation is a special gift from 
God, rooted in baptism, freely accepted, and lived out by following Christ and 
practicing the Gospel commandment of love, with a particular awareness of 
Mary’s guiding presence.

1. Vocation is a Gift from God - The Servite calling begins with God’s 
initiative. It is not something we earn or choose on our own, it is an 
invitation freely offered by God.

2. It Requires a Free Response - Because God gives this gift freely, we must 
also respond freely and consciously. Love cannot be forced; it must be 
chosen. A Servite vocation is a deliberate “yes” to God.

3. Rooted in Baptism - This calling is not separate from our Christian life. It 
grows directly out of baptism, which is the foundation of our relationship 
with God. Every deeper vocation builds upon that original consecration.

Catechism of the Catholic Church 1213 “Baptism is the gateway to life in the 
Spirit”
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Articles 8 & 9: Understanding Vocation (cont.)
Articles 8 and 9 teach that the Secular Servite vocation is a special gift 
from God, rooted in baptism, freely accepted, and lived out by following 
Christ and practicing the Gospel commandment of love, with a particular 
awareness of Mary’s guiding presence.

 

4. A Commitment to Love as Christ Loved - Accepting the vocation 
means intentionally striving to live the Gospel commandment of love 
(John 13:34). The Servite life is not just about belief, it is about 
embodying Christ’s love in daily life.

5. Mary’s Maternal Presence - A distinctive feature of the Servite 
vocation is recognizing Mary’s active, maternal role in this calling. Just 
as tradition holds that the Blessed Virgin helped inspire the Seven 
Founders, Servites today see their vocation as coming from both God 
and Mary.
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Articles 8 & 9: Understanding Vocation

• The Secular Servite vocation is not simply a parish role or ministry.

• Ministries (lector, council member, eucharistic minister) are functions 
someone performs. Ministry is something you do

• A vocation is an identity someone lives. A vocation is something you 
become.

• When a person makes a Servite promise, it is lifelong. One does not 
stop being a Servite, it shapes how one lives, acts, and understands 
oneself at all times.

• The emphasis is less on what we do and more on who we are. “The 
Secular Servite remains a Servite twenty-four hours a day.”
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Article 8 & 9: The Evangelical Commandment of Love

“Love one another as I have loved you.” John 13:34

• "The laity by their very vocation, seek the kingdom of God by 
engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them according 
to the plan of God” Lumen Gentium, 31

• The vocation of laity is fulfilled through Christ-like love 
expressed in daily life:

– Family
– Work
– Relationships 
– Service 
– Suffering
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Mary’s Role in Our Calling

• To be called as a Servite is to be gathered 
under Mary’s maternal presence.

• Reflection: Where have you experienced Mary 
guiding you?

• How has your sense of calling matured?
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Closing Reflections

• God does not call us out of the 
world; He calls us to transform 
it through love.

• As Secular Servites, we follow 
Christ in the spirit of Mary, 
bringing compassion wherever 
we are placed.

• Your vocation is not accidental.
• You are here because you 

were called.
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