SECULAR SERVANTS OF MARY — FORMATION SESSION 3 HANDOUT

SOURCE MATERIAL
Rule of Life — Articles 5-9

II. THE SECULAR ORDER OF THE
SERVANTS OF MARY AND THE
LIFE OF THE FRATERNITY[10]

CHAPTER 1 - The Secular Order of
Servants of Mary

5. The Secular Order of the
Servants of Mary consists of lay
men and women who, united by
their Christian baptism and
directed by the Holy Spiritin the
path to holiness, wish to align
and unite themselves in the
Service of Christ and their sisters
and brothers in the world by drawing on the inspiration of Mary, the Mother and Servant of

our Saviour Jesus Christ. In the Order of Servants of Mary, they commit themselves as lay
or secular persons, to follow in their family and social life, the path of the Seven Holy
Founders of the Servants of Mary.

6. The Secular Order of Servants of Mary, made up of men and women living out their
baptismal consecration in the world, is one of these expressions of the shared vocation of
the Servite Order[12]. It shares in the same ideal, commitment to evangelical, apostolic life
and piety towards the mother of God; with the Servite Order it constitutes a single family.

7. As secular members of the Servite Order, these sisters and brothers are an authentic
witness to the lay origins of the Order of Servants of Mary, whose Seven Founders began
their pilgrimage as lay people united in prayer and service in honor of the Blessed Virgin
Mary.

8. The Secular Servite vocation is a special calling within the Church, the holy People of
God. It consists of an invitation freely given by God to which a free and conscious response
is made. In this gift, Servites recognize the efficacious maternal presence of Mary.

9. This gift of a vocation finds its roots in baptismal consecration and with its acceptance
the Servants of Mary commit themselves to follow Christ and bring to fulfillment the
evangelical commandment of love.
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Commentary pages 32 -41

Art. 5. The Secular Order of the Servants of Mary consists of lay men and women
who, united by their Christian baptism and directed by the Holy Spirit in the path to
holiness, wish to align and unite themselves in the service of Christ and their sisters
and brothers in the world by drawing on the inspiration of Mary, the Mother and
Servant of our Savior Jesus Christ. In the Order of Servants of Mary, they commit
themselves as lay or secular persons, to follow in their family and social life the path
of the Seven Holy Founders of the Servants of Mary.

Article 5 introduces this chapter by drawing on material from the previous chapter and
presenting some concepts which will be developed further on in this chapter:

The first sentence of this article is almost identical to the opening lines of the following
article. It identifies the members of the Secular Order as lay men and women. The following
article is more inclusive by mentioning just “men and women,” since, as we have seen,
clerics can also be members of the Secular Order. They are united by reason of their
baptism and in turn they wish to unite themselves in the service of Christ and others.

This article borrows the phrase already found in article 1 and then repeated in article 4 that
this is done drawing inspiration from Mary. There is one innovation, however. In this article
Mary is called both Mother and Servant of our Savior Jesus Christ. In the first article the
titles given to Mary were Mother and Servant of the Lord. As it was noted there, “Lord”
indicates Jesus in relation to the title of “Mother,” but “Yahweh” in relation to “Servant.” In
this article Mary is given the biblical title of Mother of Christ, but Mary is never called
Servant of Christ in the bible. Paul indeed calls himself a servant or slave of Jesus Christ, as
in the opening verses of the letter to the Philippians and to the Romans. Mary is called a
servant of Jesus, however, as early as the seventh century in the writings of St. Ildephonsus
of Toledo. Thus, from the sobriety of the scriptural title “Mother and Servant of the Lord,” we
come to a expansive title which reflects the development of theological thought of later
ages.

One minor comment about terminology, which applies to some of the distinctions we
made at the beginning of this section. This article states that the members of the Secular
Order commit themselves as “lay or secular” persons. This is an ambiguous use of those
terms. “Or” can introduce an alternative—in this case the alternative to “lay” is “cleric” not
“secular.” “Or” can also introduce an equivalent—but in this case “lay” is not the
equivalent of “secular” since secular can include both cleric and lay. Perhaps this is just an
unimportant technicality, but it might obscure the role that diocesan clergy may have in the
Secular Order.
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The main thought of this article, however, is to make it explicit that the members of the
Secular Order are followers of the Seven Holy Founders of the Servants of Mary. Members
of the Secular Order should therefore be interested in knowing more about the Seven Holy
Founders. Fortunately, the English-speaking world is well served with two fine publications
about the Seven Founders. The first is by Fr. Andrea Dal Pino, a historian who has written
extensively about the foundation of the Servite Order in the thirteenth century. It is entitled
Brothers and Servants: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order (Berwyn, IL, 1981).
The second is by Maire Ni Chearbhaill, Early Beginnings of the Servants of Mary (London,
1986). Both works are available from the Servite Development Office in Berwyn, Illinois.

1. How can the Seven Holy Founders br examples for Secular Servites in their family and
social life?

2. What are some characteristics of the spiritual journey of the Seven Holy Founders?

Art. 6. The Secular Order of Servants of Mary, made up of men and women living out
their baptismal consecration in the world, is one of these expressions of the shared
vocation of the Servite Order. It shares the same ideal, commitment to evangelical,
apostolic life and piety towards the Mother of God; with the Servite Order it
constitutes a single family.

Article 6 - Treats of the relationship between the Secular Order and the other members of
the Servite family: the friars, nuns, sisters, members of the Servite secular institutes, and
members of other Servite lay groups. It also explains in greater detail the statementin
article 4 that all these groups have a common vocation.

This article makes at least three important points.

1. The fourth article stated in a general way that many religious congregations and lay
groups share one vocation which is common to all. Now this article applies that
statement to the Secular Order and states that the Secular Order is indeed one of
these expressions of the common vocation of the Servite Order.

2. Asecond pointin this article is that it lists three characteristics of the common
vocation shared by all the different groups of Servants of Mary. This list is taken
directly from the Constitutions of the friars, article 305. All the various groups of
Servants of Mary share the same ideal, the same commitment to evangelical and
apostolic life and the same piety or devotion towards the Mother of God. Let us now
look at each of these characteristics separately:

i. Same ideal: This article does not explain the nature of this ideal. The
Constitutions of the friars, from which this statement is taken, explains that the
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ideal of the friars “is to reach the perfect stature of Christ” (articles 105 and 319),
a concept taken from St. Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, 4: 13. Thus the ideal of
the Servant of Mary—friar, sister, nun, secular order member—is the same ideal
as found in any authentic Christian spirituality: a perfect following of Christ,
which implies that by the life of Christ living within us we attain the fullness of life
in Christ.

ii. Same commitment to evangelical and apostolic life: While the first
characteristic places the Servant of Mary within the larger Christian spiritual
tradition, this second characteristic specifies the type of life to be led by the
Servant of Mary as evangelical” and “apostolic.” As we mentioned when these
terms were used in the first article, they place the Servants of Mary within the
tradition of the mendicant orders which arose in the Church in the thirteenth
century.

Same piety towards the Mother of God: It should be noted that although
devotion to Mary must, quite evidently, be a characteristic of a Servant of Mary, it
is not specified just what aspect of Mary’s life should be the focus of the
devotion, or what particular prayers or actions should be the preferred
expression of this devotion. For example, it would not be correct to limit the
devotion of the Servant of Mary to the Sorrows of Mary (although this has been
very important in the life of the Servite Order at least from the late 1500s) or to
say that the Servant of Mary must say the rosary daily (although this would be an
exemplary practice). Within the Servite tradition a Servant of Mary may well
prefer to honor the obedience of Mary at the Annunciation and to recite daily the
Vigil of Our Lady instead of the rosary. Devotion to Mary must be there; but it may
be expressed in any one of a variety of ways.

3. The third important statement in this sixth article is that “with the Servite Order it
[the Secular Order] constitutes a single family.” | think that the wording of this
phrase is awkward and perhaps even ambiguous, but the meaning is quite clear. The
members of the Secular Order, together with the members of the other expressions
of Servite life, constitute one family. While this might have always been true in the
past, itis only recently that this concept has been put into practice by the
establishment of UNIFAS (International Union of the Servite Family), a group
composed of representatives of Servite friars, nuns, sisters, the Secular Order,
secular institutes, and other Servite lay groups for the purpose of studying and
promoting issues of common interest. The nature of the relationship between the
various components of the Servite family is also changing from a model in which the
friars were the source and center of all relationships to a more equalitarian modelin
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which the friars share equally with other groups (sisters, nuns, secular Order,
secular institutes, and other lay groups).

Art. 7. As secular members of the Servite Order, these sisters and brothers are an
authentic witness to the lay origins of the Order of Servants of Mary, whose Seven
Founders began their pilgrimage as lay people united in prayer and service in honor of
the Blessed Virgin Mary.

Article 7 - Recalls the lay origins of the Servite Order. According to the current historical
view, the Seven Holy Founders were members of a lay confraternity which was influenced
both by the penitential movements of the time (some think they were members of the
Brothers of Penance) and by the Marian movement.

It appears that the confraternity had charge of a hospital or hospice for the poor called St.
Mary’s. The members of the confraternity called themselves “Servants of St. Mary.” Later
the Seven withdrew from the confraternity to organize a religious community on Monte
Senario. That was the beginning of the Order of Friar Servants of Mary.

This article emphasizes the lay origins of the Order, and it therefore follows that the lay
groups which form part of the Servite Family are not to be thought of as secondary in
importance but as an expression of the life of the Seven Holy Founders in the world before
they went up to Monte Senario.

1. How can we be authentic witnesses to the lay origins of the Servants of Mary?
2. In what way can our monthly meetings serve as our own little Monte Senario?
Articles 8 &9

Art. 8. The Secular Servite vocation is a special
calling within the Church, the holy People of God.
It consists of an invitation freely given by God to
which a free and conscious response is made. In
this gift, Servites recognize the efficacious
maternal presence of Mary.

Art. 9. This gift of a vocation finds its roots in
baptismal consecration and with its acceptance
the Servants of Mary commit themselves to
follow Christ and to bring to fulfillment the
evangelical commandment of love.
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Article 6 spoke of a shared vocation, one which is common to the various groups which
make up the Servite family, and it listed some characteristics of this vocation,
characteristics which should be found in all the groups. These are expressed in very general
terms, and it is then the duty of each group to determine in greater detail how they are lived
within the lifestyle of the group.

Articles 8 and 9 look more specifically at the vocation or calling itself.

Most people probably think of a “vocation” or calling primarily in terms of religious life or
the priesthood. Here the word “vocation” is used in a broader sense. Vatican Il also uses
“vocation” in this wider sense because it states, for example, that the whole Church is
called to holiness (Lumen Gentium, title of Chapter V); the laity “by their very vocation,
seek the kingdom of God by engaging in temporal affairs and by ordering them according to
the plan of God” (Lumen Gentium, 31). The Declaration on Christian Education says that
educators have a beautiful and very solemn vocation Gravissimum educationis, 5). So we
see that God can call us in various ways, not only as religious or priests. The Catechism of
the Catholic Church (no. 1877) does not hesitate to say that the vocation of all humankind
is to manifest the image of God and to be transformed to the image of the Son of God. This
vocation takes on a personal form since each one is called to enter into the divine
blessedness. Many other examples could be cited to show that the calling we receive from
God is not merely to religious life or priesthood.

These two articles help us understand this special calling to the Secular Servite Order more
clearly.

1. First, itis aninvitation freely given by God. It is not we who choose God, but God
who has first chosen us. God is under no restraint but freely gives it. Since it is freely
given by God, this same article also calls it a “gift,” something which is not earned or
something that no amount of money or effort on our part can buy.

2. Secondly, on our part, it requires a free and conscious “yes.” We cannot earn this gift
from God, but we can refuse it. Itis freely given and we must freely accept it. Since
our relationship with God is essentially one of love, it could not be any other way. We
cannot force it from God, nor can God force us to love in return.

3. Any special calling which we receive from God must be seen as flowing from our
baptism. Baptism remains the basis of our loving relationship with God. To think of a
calling to the Secular Order, or to religious life or the priesthood for that matter, as
something separate from our original response to God’s invitation to put aside our
sinful state and enter into a loving relationship with God would be to misunderstand
the fundamental place of baptism in our relationship with God.

6|Page Formation Session Three Handout



SECULAR SERVANTS OF MARY — FORMATION SESSION 3 HANDOUT

4. The result of the affirmative response to God’s invitation is that the individual
consciously and with determination strives to fulfill the commandment of love as
found in the Gospel (see Jn 13:34).

All of these characteristics place the spirituality of the Secular Servite on the solid
foundation of all true Christian spirituality.

5. Butthere is still another element expressed in article 8. In this gift the Servite will
recognize the presence of Mary. This is reflected in various statements in the
Legenda de origine Ordinis (Story of the Origin of the Order), the oldest account we
have of the founding of the Servite Order. According to the Legenda de origine
Ordinis the Seven Founders were chosen to begin the Order by God and the Blessed
Virgin, because it was to be an Order especially dedicated to her. Therefore the
calling of members of the Order today continues to be a calling by God and by the
Blessed Virgin.

While the above five elements, as found in articles 8 and 9 help to explain the vocation of
the Secular Servite, there is an important conclusion which must also be drawn. Because
the Secular Order is made up of men and women who have been called especially by God
and the Blessed Virgin, it follows that the Secular Order differs dramatically from parish
groups or organizations. One does not speak, for example, of a vocation to be a eucharistic
minister, a member of the parish council, a lector at Mass. These are functions to be
performed not a vocation to be lived. One may change from one function to another, cease
being a lector or eucharistic minister or member of a parish organization, but one makes
the promise in the Secular Order for life.

The Secular Servite remains a Secular Servite twenty-four hours a day. Everything is done in
light of this calling; all actions flow from it. Emphasis is placed more on who we are rather
than what we do.

1. What first attracted you to the Servite Secular Order?
2. To what extent, if any, did you think of this attraction as a special calling from God?

3. How has your sense of calling grown and deepened since becoming a Secular
Servite?

4. What is the evangelical commandment of love?

5. How has being a Secular Servite helped you to bring the commandment of love to
fulfillment?
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Handbook p. 139

Session Three: THE SECULAR ORDER OF THE SERVANTS OF MARY
Read: Rule of Life, Articles 5-9; Commentary pages 32-41
Formation Handout #3

Essential ltems:

e Secular Servites are lay men and women, as well as members of the diocesan
clergy.

e Secular Servites live out their baptismal consecration by using the spirituality of the
Servite Order as a guide to bringing the Gospel of Jesus to every corner of their lives.

e Secular Servites are members of the worldwide Servite Family.

e The mission and vocation of Secular Servites is rooted in their baptismal
consecration to fulfillin their lives and work the evangelical commandment of love.

e Secular Servite communities make time within their monthly gatherings for study,
prayer and social time. These three functions form the basis of the Secular
community as well as support the vocation of the Secular Servite.

Reflection/Discussion Questions
1. When | hear the word spirituality what does it mean to me?

2. Why is it important for me to belong to a community such as the Secular Order of the
Servants of Mary?

3. What are the ways that | express my faith in the Lord?
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