The Blessed Virgin Mary at the Cross

At the climax of the Passion, the Gospel of Gospel of John tells us:
“Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s
sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene.” (Jn 19:25)

In this moment we encounter the profound mystery of Our Lady of
Sorrows. Mary does not flee the suffering of her Son. She remains.
She stands.

Her presence at the Cross is not passive resignation but a profound
act of faith. The Mother who once heard the prophecy of Simeon the
Righteous in the Temple— “a sword will pierce your own soul also”—
now lives that prophecy in its fullest measure. Yet she does not turn
away.

For the Servite family, Mary at the foot of the Cross becomes the
model of compassion, a word whose Latin roots mean to suffer with. The Servite vocation calls us
not merely to admire Mary’s sorrow but to enter into it, to share in her compassionate love for
Christ and for all who suffer.

Standing beneath the Cross, Mary represents the faithful disciple who trusts even when hope
seems extinguished. She is the woman who once proclaimed God’s promise in the Magnificat, and
now she remains faithful when that promise appears hidden in darkness.
In this moment, Jesus speaks to her and to the beloved disciple:

“Woman, behold your son... Behold your mother.” (Jn 19:26-27)

Here Mary’s motherhood expands. She becomes mother not only of Jesus but of all disciples. For
Servites, this moment expresses a central aspect of our spirituality: to live as children of the
Sorrowful Mother and to share in her mission of compassion for the world.

The Cross reveals that suffering is not meaningless when united with Christ. Mary teaches us how
to stand with those who suffer today—the poor, the abandoned, the grieving, and those whose
crosses seem unbearable. Like her, we are called not to look away but to remain present.

In contemplating Mary at the foot of the Cross, we ask ourselves:

o Do we have the courage to stand with those who suffer?

e Do we allow the sorrows of others to touch our hearts?

¢ Are we willing to remain faithful even when God’s plan is hidden?
Mary’s silent fidelity becomes our school of discipleship. She teaches us that compassion is not
weakness, but strength rooted in love.

As members or inquirers of the Servite family, we are invited to stand beside her, to contemplate
the mystery of Christ’s Passion, and to carry Mary’s compassion into the suffering world.

May Our Lady of Sorrows teach us to remain faithful beneath the crosses of our time, trusting that
beyond the darkness of Good Friday shines the promise of the Resurrection.
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Prayer

God our Father, in the mystery of your love you bring the Passion of your Christ to its fulfillment in
the suffering of his members. Grant that, as his compassionate Mother stood at the cross of her
dying Son, we, as her servants, may stand at the crosses of our suffering brothers and sisters to
bring comfort and healing love. We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, Who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.

PRAYER INTENTIONS
Leader 1: Aware that God will never abandon those who are called to his work,
we offer him our prayers and petitions.

Leader 2: For the Church: that it be a witness of God's good work throughout the world,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 3: For Pope Leo XIV’s prayer intention for March: Disarmament and Peace, we pray to the
Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 4: For an increase in vocations: that the Father may continue to send out His Holy Spirit to
encourage and inspire leaders of the Church that His Son, our Lord Jesus, established,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 5: For the Servite Order: That, through the intercession of Mary, others may be inspired to
follow the charisms of the Servite Order and thereby strengthen the Church of Jesus,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 1: For all world leaders: That, mindful of the needs of all people,
world leaders may be inspired to make decisions to ensure the life and dignity of all people,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 2: For the leaders of this nation: that they work diligently for the common good of those
whom they represent, we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 3: For our planet: That we, as stewards of God's creation,
may act to protect all people of the world . . .and our planet which we all share,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 4: For world peace: That, aware that we are one human family, we may act as if we are our
brothers' and sisters' keepers, wherever they may be.
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 5: For those who do not have ready access to work or food: that God open channels for their
flourishing, we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 1: For the oppressed: That, mindful of Scripture's timeless direction to protect widows,
orphans, and immigrants, we may act to ensure that all human life, created in the image and
likeness of God, is considered sacred and entitled to our protection and care,

we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.
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Leader 2: For children: That, as Jesus taught us to welcome and protect God's children,
we may work to ensure that the rights and dignity of all children are protected,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 3: For those who are ill: That, as Jesus taught us, "What you do for the least of my brothers,
you do to me," we may take care to visit and care for the sick,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 4: For the deceased whom we remember this month, especially Fr. Vidal M. Martinez: That
those who have gone before us may be welcomed by the choir of Angels,
we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader 5: For those gathered here: that we may work for the betterment of our Secular Servite
community, our parishes, and our world, we pray to the Lord. ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

Additional Intentions:

PETITIONER:For............ we pray to the Lord.

ALL: Lord, hear our prayer.

ALL: Lord God, you come to us in righteousness and truth to fulfill all our needs.
May you hear our prayers this day and always.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.

CLOSING PRAYER
Glory be to the Father. . ..
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God. . .
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