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The Vigil of
Our Lady

(Vigilia De Domina —
Servite Marian
Prayer)

The Vigil of Our Lady is a traditional Marian prayer of the
Order of the Servants of Mary (Servites).

It developed from medieval Marian devotion (11th—13th
centuries) and became uniquely associated with the Servite
Order.

St. Philip Benizi, Prior General of the Servites, encouraged
the friars to pray this vigil while asking Our Lady to
intercede for the official approval of the Order.

When the Servite Order was definitively approved in 1304,
the Vigil became an enduring prayer of the Servite family.

The Vigil is modeled after the Liturgy of the Hours and
includes:

e Psalms and antiphons
e Marian readings and reflections
e Communal prayer and response

Through this prayer, Servites contemplate Mary’s faith, her
Fiat, and her union with Christ, learning to follow her
example of listening to God and standing faithfully at the
foot of the Cross.



First Reading

To the Virgin
of the Fiat

Reading:

Holy Mary, lowly servant of the Lord and glorious Mother
of Christ, we greet you.

Faithful Virgin and sacred bearer of the Word, teach us to
be aware of the call of the Spirit and to know life in the
hearing of the Word:

the Word we hear in the profound depths of our own
hearts,

the Word spoken in the lives of our brothers and sisters,
the Word spoken in the world around us and in the
crises of our times.

Attentive Virgin and woman of prayer, receive the prayer
of your Servants.



Opening Reflection

Tﬁe Jprayer er s}heard addresses Mary as Through her “Yes,” the Word became flesh and the
the “Virgin of the Fiat. world received its Savior.

The word “Fiat” means “Let it be done.”
For Servites this reminds us that our vocation is to

It is Mary’s response to God at the imitate her “Fiat.”
Annunciation:

“Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it T.he S?rwte charism is roo.ted |r1 the same attltude.:
done to me according to thy word.” (Luke Listening to God, Welcoming His Word, & Responding
1:38) with total surrender.

Mary’s “Fiat” is one of the most important _ o _
moments in Salvation history. Mary is our model for discipleship.
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Mary: Lowly Servant of the Lord

The reading begins: She calls herself:

“Holy Mary, lowly servant of the Lord and “the handmaid of the Lord.”
glorious Mother of Christ.”

This is very important for Servites, because

Mary holds two identities that are our very name is “Servants of Mary.”
inseparable.

The Servite tradition teaches that to serve
She is: Mary means: to share her faith, to imitate
Lowly Servant her humility, & to participate in her mission

Glorious Mother of bringing Christ to the world.

Mary’s “Fiat” teaches us that true greatness
in God’s kingdom begins with humble
listening.

Her greatness comes, not from power, but
from humility and obedience



Mary: Bearer of the Word

The prayer continues:

“Faithful Virgin and sacred bearer of the
Word.”

Mary first received Christ in her heart
before she received Him in her womb.

She listened to the Word.
She believed the Word.

ISPe allowed the Word to take flesh in her
ife.

For Servites this is essential.

Our spirituality is not simply devotional. It is
contemplative and incarnational.

Like Mary, we must: hear the word, allow it
to penetrate our hearts, and let it become
visible in our lives.

This is why Servite life emphasizes: prayer,
contemplation, the liturgy, reflection on
scripture, and community listening.

Mary teaches us that the Word must
become life.



The reading asks Mary to teach us:

“to be aware of the call of the Spirit and to
know life in the hearing of the Word.”

Listening to
the Word I:e pralyer reminds us that the Word is heard in
ree places:

TOday 1. Inthe depths of our hearts

2. Inthe lives of our brothers and sisters
3. Inthe crises of our times




In the Depths of our Own Hearts

God speaks in silence.

This is why Servite spirituality values:
1. Contemplation

2. Interior listening

3. Prayerful silence

The Seven Holy Founders withdrew to Monte Senario to listen to God.

Before acting, they listened.



How do | create space for
silence so that | can hear
God speaking in the depths
of my heart?



In the Lives of our Brother and Sisters

God speaks through others.
In Servite spirituality, community is sacred. We were founded by 7 men.

Our Founders did not live in isolation. They lived as brothers united in Mary. This tradition continues
today.

To be a Servite means learning to hear God in the needs of others, the suffering of humanity, and the
wisdom of our community (ies).



How attentive am | to God’s
voice in the people around
me, especially in those who
are suffering or in need?



In the Crises of Our Times

The prayer says:
“The Word spoken in the world around us and in the crises of our times.”

God speaks not only in moments of peace, but also through the history of our world, especially in moments of
suffering and crisis.

The Church calls us to listen to the signs of the times, where God continues to act in human history
Mary heard God’s Word even when it led her to exile, uncertainty, and the Cross.

Servites are called to stand with Mary at the foot of the Cross, where suffering of humanity meets the
redeeming love of Christ.

Our charism invites us to listen to God in the wounds of humanity.



How can we as Servites
become living tabernacles
of the Word, bringing
Christ’s presence into our
community and the world?



Servite Application

For us as Servites, the Virgin of the Fiat teaches us three things:

Listening before acting
Our ministry must begin with prayer and listening to God

Say “Fiat” to God’s Will
Even when it leads to difficulty and sacrifice

Stand with Mary in the suffering of the world
Servites are called to accompany those who suffer

Like Mary, we do not run from the Cross. We remain.



Closing Thoughts

Mary’s Fiat was not a single moment.

It was a lifetime of surrender that reached its fullness at the foot of the Cross.
As Servites, we walk that same path.

We ask Mary today to:

Teach us to listen.
Teach us to trust.
Teach us to say Fiat.



Where in my life —
personally, in my
community, and in our
world - is God asking me to
say Fiat today?
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