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Meeting Notes – March Gathering 
St. Mary Source of Our Joy (OSSM Community) 
March 15, 2026 
 
1. Opening Prayer & Reflection 

• Focus on the Annunciation and Mary’s fiat (“yes” to God). 
• Key theme: trust, humility, and surrender to God’s will, even in uncertainty. 
• Invitation to reflect on: 

o Where we are being called to say “yes” to God. 
o How we can deepen trust in daily life. 

 
2. Formation Session (Rule of Life – Articles 5–9) 
Core Themes: 

• Identity of Secular Servites: 
o Lay men and women living their vocation in family, work, and society. 
o Inspired by Mary as both Mother and Servant. 

• One Family, One Ideal: 
o Unity with the wider Servite family (friars, sisters, laity). 
o Shared commitment to: 

§ Growing in Christ 
§ Living an evangelical life 
§ Marian devotion 

• Vocation: 
o A lifelong calling, not just a role or activity. 
o Rooted in baptism and expressed through daily life. 
o Emphasis on being (identity) rather than just doing (activities). 

• Servite Spirituality: 
o Balance of contemplation and action. 
o Mary as a model of: 

§ Interior life with God 
§ Compassion and accompaniment 

 
3. Community Reflections & Sharing 

• Importance of living faith visibly in daily life (home, work, relationships). 
• Experiences shared highlighted: 

o Healing in family relationships 
o Trust in God during challenges 
o Growth through prayer and surrender 

• Recognition that Servite charism includes: 
o Accompaniment in suffering 
o Compassionate presence 

 
4. Devotional Life 

• Practices discussed: 
o Seven Sorrows Rosary 
o Liturgy of the Hours (flexible participation encouraged) 
o Marian consecration and daily prayer habits 
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• Emphasis on: 
o Integrating prayer into daily routines 
o Finding personal pathways of Marian devotion 

 
5. Community Life & Growth 
Ideas for strengthening community: 

• Create ongoing communication (e.g., messaging group) 
• Share personal ministries and areas of service 
• Plan in-person gatherings when possible 
• Foster: 

o Openness 
o Listening 
o Vulnerability 
o Mutual support 

 
6. Key Discussion Points for Future 

• Deepening understanding of Servite vocation in daily life 
• Opportunities for community building beyond monthly meetings 
• Sharing individual ministries and apostolic work 
• Continued reflection on Mary as model of discipleship 

 
7. Service & Outreach 

• Ongoing support for: 
o Child Jesus School (Haiti) – First Communion sponsorships 

• Future initiative: 
o Toiletry drive (planning in progress) 

 
8. Closing Prayer & Intentions 

• Focus on: 
o Standing with those who suffer (Mary at the Cross) 
o Peace in the world 
o Vocations and Church leadership 
o Needs of the poor, sick, and marginalized 

• Emphasis on compassion as active discipleship 
 
Overall Takeaways 

• Servite life is a way of being, not just participation. 
• Mary guides the community in: 

o Surrender 
o Compassion 
o Faithfulness in suffering 

• The community is growing in both: 
o Spiritual depth 
o Relational connection 


