
Formation Session IV 
The Secular Order of the 
Servants of Mary

Rule of Life, Articles 10-14; 
Commentary pages 41-55
Handbook page 141
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Formation Session IV - Agenda

• Opening Prayer

• Article 10: Vocation of the Secular Servite

• Article 11: Life in Community

• Article 12: Prayer, Word, and Mission

• Article 13: Relationship with Mary

• Article 14: The Promise
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Overview of Session IV
Session IV - Articles 10–14 reflect on the identity and 
vocation of the Secular Servants of Mary through:

– Who we are
– How we live
– What we are called to become

Key Themes:
− Holiness
− Community
− Prayer & Mission
− Mary as Model
− Commitment through the Promise
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Article 10: Vocation of the Secular Servite

Core Definition - Secular Servites are:
• Men and women in the world
• Supporting one another
• Striving toward holiness
• Living according to Servite spirituality
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The Council makes it clear that all Christians are called to holiness…not 
according to our accomplishments, but according to God’s own purpose 
and grace. We are justified in the Lord Jesus, and through baptism we 
truly become children of God and sharers in the divine nature. In this 
way we are really made holy.

Rule of Life is based on the teachings of Vatican II and Catholic tradition.



Article 10: Vocation of the Secular Servite (cont.)
Two Essential Elements:

1. Striving toward holiness
o Holiness = fullness of Christian life + perfection of charity; a life 

deeply united with God and expressed in love of God and 
neighbor; Christlike. 

o Rooted in baptism
o A response to God’s call

2. Mutual support Not a solitary journey. 
Lived within:

o Marital life
o Family life
o Social life
o Active life in the world

Key Insight: We become holy together, not alone.
Discussion Prompts: How do we experience support in our community? 
How can receiving and giving this support help in striving toward holiness?
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The faithful must assist one another to live holier lives 
even in their daily occupations (Lumen Gentium, 36).

We are justified in the Lord Jesus, and through 
baptism we truly become children of God and 
sharers in the divine nature. In this way we are 
really made holy.

Each community is to see that mutual support is 
actively promoted in how the monthly meetings are 
conducted and their discussion content is chosen.



Article 11: Life in the Community
Model: The Seven Holy Founders – 

– Union of heart and mind
– Formed a deep, loving communion

– Followed the Rule of St Augustine

• Three Fruits of Community

– Awareness of God’s presence
– Strength and support in vocation
– Greater service to others

• Practical Application - Build each other up through words, 
actions, and example.

• Key Insight - Where true communion exists, Christ is present.

• Discussion Prompt How do you suppose the Holy Founders 
would have dealt with differences of opinion?
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Secular Servites want to live a 
community life, just as the Seven 
Founders did. 
This community life then will have three 
results: 
1) make them aware of the Lord’s 

presence in their midst, 
2) give support on their journey to 

God, and 
3) aid them in greater service to 

others: God, Our Lady, and their 
sisters and brothers. 



Article 12: – Prayer, Word, and Mission
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Two Main Dimensions
1. Listening to the Word of God - The Word is encountered:

− In Scripture
− In prayer
− In our hearts

2. Mission in the Church and World
– Prayer deepens vocation
– Vocation leads to mission
– We are both called and sent

Church Connection - We are active members of the Church and called 
to know and live its teachings

Key Insight - Prayer is not escape; it sends us outward.

Discussion Prompts - What prevents us from hearing God’s voice?  
What prevents us from going outward?

−In others
−In world events 

The Word of God is made known not 
only in Scripture, but …in the hearing of 
the Word.
the Word we hear in the profound 
depths of our own hearts, 
the Word spoken in the lives of our 
brothers and sisters,
the Word spoken in the world around 
us and in the crises of our times.



Article 13: Relationship with Mary
Mary’s Key Titles
• Mother of the Lord
• Servant of the Lord
• Virgin of Sorrows

Five Dimensions of Our Relationship with Mary

1. Inspiration - She shapes our 
        spirituality and outlook
2. Example - Model of:

– Simplicity
– Service
– Discipleship

Key Insight  - “Service to Mary” is not one act, it is our entire way of life.
Discussion Prompt - Which of the many titles of Mary speaks most to you 
right now?
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3. Dedication - We entrust 
ourselves to her and live under 
her guidance and protection

4. Honor - Expressed through 
devotion and life

5. Study - Deepening 
understanding through prayer 
and learning

Since this way of life finds its roots 
in our baptismal consecration (art. 
9), the Holy Spirit remains our first 
and primary source of inspiration.



Article 14: The Promise

What is the Promise?
• A public commitment

– To live the Rule
– To remain faithful to our vocation

Dangers
• Neglect
• Lack of participation
• Weakening community ties

Key Insight - The Promise is not a moment; it is a lifelong 
relationship.

Discussion Prompt - How do we keep this bond alive?
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• A “Living Bond”
− Connects us to the 

entire Servite Order
− Must be nourished, 

renewed, and lived 
actively



Closing Reflections 

• We are called to holiness and we 
strive toward it together

• Community is essential unity 
makes Christ present

• Prayer leads to mission we are 
sent into the world

• Mary is our guide inspiration, 
model, and protector

• The Promise sustains us a living 
bond with the Order
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APPENDIX
Lumen Gentium 36 is a paragraph in the Second Vatican Council's 1964 Dogmatic Constitution on 
the Church that outlines the laity’s role in sharing Christ’s kingly office. It calls on laypeople to 
dedicate their daily activities—family, work, and community—to God, transforming secular 
society and culture to align with divine just

Lumen Gentium 40 is a key section in the Second Vatican Council’s Dogmatic Constitution on the 
Church that officially declares the "universal call to holiness". It teaches that all baptized 
Catholics, regardless of their state in life (laity, religious, or clergy), are called to the fullness of 
Christian life and the perfection of charity.

Acts 4:32 "All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their 
possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had.” 

Matthew 18:20 "For where two or three gather in my name, there am I with them.”

Ephesians 4:29 "Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is 
helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen.”

Luke 1:38 “I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then 
the angel left her.

St Louis  de Montfort, 31 January 1673 – 28 April 1716) was a French Catholic priest known for 
his influence on Catholic Mariology. He wrote a number of books that went on to become classic 
Catholic titles, including Secret of the Rosary and True Devotion to Mary, and influenced several 
popes. He also founded several religious communities, including the Company of Mary.  Pope Pius 
XII canonized him on 20 July 1947.
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APPENDIX (cont.) Luke 1:39-56 Mary Visits Elizabeth
39 And Mary rising up in those days, went into the hill country with haste into a city of Juda.
40 And she entered into the house of Zachary, and saluted Elizabeth.
41 And it came to pass, that when Elizabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the infant leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost:
42 And she cried out with a loud voice, and said: Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit of thy 
womb.
43 And whence is this to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?
44 For behold as soon as the voice of thy salutation sounded in my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy.
45 And blessed art thou that hast believed, because those things shall be accomplished that were spoken to 
thee by the Lord.
46 And Mary said: My soul doth magnify the Lord.
47 And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour.
48 Because he hath regarded the humility of his handmaid; for behold from henceforth all generations shall call 
me blessed.
49 Because he that is mighty, hath done great things to me; and holy is his name.
50 And his mercy is from generation unto generations, to them that fear him.
51 He hath shewed might in his arm: he hath scattered the proud in the conceit of their heart.
52 He hath put down the mighty from their seat, and hath exalted the humble.
53 He hath filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away.
54 He hath received Israel his servant, being mindful of his mercy:
55 As he spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his seed for ever.
56 And Mary abode with her about three months; and she returned to her own house.
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1 And the third day, there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee: and the mother of Jesus was there.

2 And Jesus also was invited, and his disciples, to the marriage.

3 And the wine failing, the mother of Jesus saith to him: They have no wine.

4 And Jesus saith to her: Woman, what is that to me and to thee? my hour is not yet come.

5 His mother saith to the waiters: Whatsoever he shall say to you, do ye.

6 Now there were set there six waterpots of stone, according to the manner of the purifying of 
the Jews, containing two or three measures apiece.

7 Jesus saith to them: Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled them up to the brim.

8 And Jesus saith to them: Draw out now and carry to the chief steward of the feast. And they 
carried it.

9 And when the chief steward had tasted the water made wine, and knew not whence it was, but 
the waiters knew who had drawn the water; the chief steward calleth the bridegroom,

10 And saith to him: Every man at first setteth forth good wine, and when men have well drunk, 
then that which is worse. But thou hast kept the good wine until now.

11 This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee; and manifested his glory, and his 
disciples believed in him.
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APPENDIX (cont.) John 2: 1–11 Marriage at Cana 
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