Session 5, Formation and On-Going Formation Spiritual Learning

Walking with Mary in Compassionate Presence
Structure as a Living Expression of Vocation

The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path but a living community rooted in
communion, shared responsibility, and faithful stewardship. Its organization and governance are
not merely functional; they exist to sustain the vocation, support community life, ensure fidelity
to the Servite charism, and guide members in living their commitment in the world.

Grounded in the Gospel—where believers are called into fellowship (Acts 2:42), entrusted with
diverse gifts for the good of all (1 Corinthians 12:4), and invited to faithful stewardship (Luke
16:10)—the structure of the Order becomes a spiritual expression of how we live together.

Chapters 11-13 (Articles 60—74) of Building a New World invite us to see that governance
within the Secular Servite Order is not separate from its spirituality, but a concrete way in which
the vocation is sustained, discerned, and lived in community.

Entering More Deeply into the Life of the Order

e Chapter 11, p. 147 (Articles 60—-63) — Local Community as Foundation
The local community is the heart of the Order, where vocation is lived daily through
shared prayer, leadership, and mutual support.

Pause & Pray:
Lord, help me to see my community not simply as a group I belong to, but as a place
where my vocation is lived and shared.

o Chapter 12, p. 149 (Articles 64—67) — Unity Beyond the Local Community
The Order extends beyond the local level, forming regional, national and international
connections that strengthen unity and shared mission.

Pause & Pray:
Lord, open my heart to the wider community of the Order, that I may live in unity with
others beyond what I can see.

o Chapter 13, p. 153 (Articles 68-74) — Governance as Service
Leadership and governance exist to guide, support, and sustain the life of the community
through service, discernment, and accountability.

Pause & Pray:

Lord, teach me to understand leadership as service, and to respond with humility and
responsibility in the life of the community.
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Points for Reflection
o How does the structure of the Order help sustain and deepen the vocation?
o In what ways is leadership expressed as service rather than position?
e How do these articles reflect the call to live as one body with many gifts?
e Where do you see yourself within the life, responsibility, and mission of the community?

Invitation

To belong to the Secular Servite Order is to enter into a community that is both spiritual and
structured—a community that reflects the Gospel in how it lives, discerns, and serves.

Like Mary among the disciples, we are called to be present, to be faithful, and to walk together.
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