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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Its structure exists to:

•Sustain the vocation

•Support community life

•Ensure fidelity to the Servite charism

•Guide members in living their commitment in the world

•Organization in Service of Mission
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Overview of Chapters

What We Will Explore

Chapter 11 — Organization

Articles 60–63

Chapter 12 — Official Ecclesial Recognition

Articles 64–67

Chapter 13 — Government

Articles 68–74
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Chapter 11 — Organization
Articles 60–63

Key Points

Local communities form the international 

community 

Communities may also form: 

• regional groups 

• national groups 
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Chapter 11 — Organization
Articles 60–63

Key Points 

Local communities retain autonomy over internal life 

Leadership includes: 

• prior/prioress/president 

• council 

• assistant 
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Chapter 11 — Organization
Articles 60–63

Key Insight 

The vocation is lived locally, while remaining 

united globally.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 60. The Secular Order of the Servants of Mary is made up of 

local Communities which, united by the same ideal of life, form the 

international Community.

Art. 61. Secular Communities may group together according to city, 

region, or country.

Art. 62. The internal life of each Secular Community or group of 

Communities is regulated by the Community itself under the 

leadership of the respective prioresses/ priors/presidents and 

councils.

Art. 63. Each Secular Community is connected to the Order 

through a duly designated assistant.
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Chapter 11 Reflection

Reflection Question

What helps a local community remain 

connected to the wider Servite Order 

while still maintaining its own identity?
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Chapter 12 — Official Ecclesial Recognition

Articles 64–67

Key Points

•A community must be recognized as 

authentically Servite 

•Recognition involves: 

•local Servite authority 

•written request 

•decree of the Prior General 

•The secretary general is informed of recognition 
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Chapter 12 — Official Ecclesial Recognition

Articles 64–67

Key Insight 

Communities are received into the Order 

through discernment, recognition, and 

communion.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 64 a).  In the case of a group originating around a community of 

friars, it pertains to the conventual chapter of the friars to recognize it 

as authentically Servite and to support its request for official 

ecclesial recognition. 

b) The other branches of the Servite family (enclosed nuns, sisters, 

secular institutes) may also recognize the authenticity of a group 

originating around them and similarly support its request for official 

ecclesial recognition.

c) In the case of Secular Communities originating away from Servite 

communities, the competent authorities for recognition are, 

according to the particular case, the vicarial, provincial or general 

councils.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 65. Official ecclesial recognition of a Community of the Secular 

Order is accomplished by a decree of the prior general.

Art. 66. For official ecclesial recognition, a written request is 

necessary. In the case of a Community originating away from a 

community of the Servite Family, authorization from the ordinary of 

the place is also required.

Art. 67. The secretary general for the Secular Order and lay groups 

is to be informed of each official ecclesial recognition.
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Chapter 12 Reflection

Reflection Question

What qualities help make a community 

authentically Servite?
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Chapter 13 — Government

Articles 68–74

Key Points

Leadership Roles Include:

Prior General 

Secretary General 

Local Prior/President 

Council 

Assistant 

Secretary 
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Chapter 13 — Government
Articles 68–74

Leadership as Service

Leadership in the Order is:

Communal 

Responsible 

Accountable 

Rooted in service 

There are different gifts, but the same Spirit.

— 1 Corinthians 12:4
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Chapter 13 — Government

Articles 68–74

Organization in Service of 

Mission

Leadership within the Order 

exists to:

Strengthen communion 

Support discernment 

Encourage participation 

Sustain the vocation
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Chapter 13 — Government

Articles 68–74

Leadership in Communion

The structure of the Order 

connects:

local communities 

regional communities 

national communities 

the international Servite family 
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Chapter 13 — Government

Articles 68–74

Leadership in Communion

Leadership is called to:

listen 

accompany 

guide 

serve faithfully
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Chapter 13 — Government
Articles 68–74

Key Insight 

Governance within the Order is 

an expression of service, 

communion, and shared 

responsibility.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 68. The prior general of the Order, sign of unity of the whole 

Servite Family, exercises authority in a spirit of service over the 

whole Servite Secular Order, respecting its autonomy.

Art. 69. 

1) The secretary general is named by the general council of the 

Order. The secretary general’s principal task is animation and 

coordination on the level of the entire Order. 

2) In collaboration with the members of the general secretariat and 

the other assistants at various levels, the secretary general directs 

the attention of the Secular Communities to the spiritual and pastoral 

directives of the Church and of the Order and also communicates 

information about the more significant activities and experiences of 

the individual Secular Communities.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 70. The Prioress/Prior/President of the Local Community

1)  The prioress/prior/president, first among the sisters and brothers, 

presides over the community in a service of love; together with the 

council and each member of the Community, she/he has 

responsibility for the Community.

In the exercise of service, the prioress/prior/president should be 

aware of bearing witness to Christ who came not to be served but to 

serve, and to give more abundant life to his disciples.

2) It is the role of the prioress/prior/president:

- to convoke and preside at the meetings of the Secular Community 

and its council;

- to foster and encourage the spiritual and apostolic endeavors of the 

Community;

- to be vigilant about observance of the Rule and Statutes;
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 71. The prioress/prior/president is elected according to the 

norms of the particular statutes of the Secular Community. 

Art. 72. The Council

1) Each Community has a council. The members of the council are 

the prioress/prior/president, the assistant, and at least three 

councilors elected by the Community itself.

2) It pertains to the council:

to collaborate with the prioress/prior/president in the leadership and 

animation of the Community;

- to accept candidates for admission and the Promise;

- to dispense from the Promise;

- to dismiss a member of the Community, when this proves 

necessary after hearing the person concerned.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 73. The Assistant

1) Each Secular Community, or group of Communities, has an 

assistant, named by the competent authority of the Servite 

Family. In cases where the assistant is not a member of the 

Servite Family, the competent authority of the Order makes the 

nomination upon presentation by the local Community and 

confirmation is then given by the local ordinary.

2) The assistant may be a sister or brother of the Servite family 

(friar, nun, sister, member of a Servite Secular institute), a priest 

member of the Servite Secular Order, or another priest.

3) The assistant should be competent and willing, committed to 

studying more deeply the specific vocation of the Secular Servite 

with the sisters and brothers with whom a common journey of 

faith is shared.

4) The assistant is to foster the spirit of the Servite family among the 

members of the Community and to offer a spiritual service of 

encouragement.
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The Secular Servite Order is not only a spiritual path—

it is a living community.

Art. 74. The Secretary

1) Each Secular Community will have a secretary. 

2) It is the responsibility of the secretary:

- to keep the minutes of the meetings of the 

Community and its council;

- to keep the register of admissions and Promises up-

to-date;

- to look after and keep up-to-date the records of the 

Community;

- to maintain contact with those sisters and brothers 

who cannot attend the meetings.
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Chapter 13 Reflection

Reflection Question

How does leadership rooted in service 

help sustain unity, discernment, and 

shared responsibility within the Secular 

Servite community?
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Chapter 13 

Final Synthesis

The structure of the Secular Servite Order exists to:

Sustain the vocation 

Strengthen communion 

Support shared mission 

Encourage faithful service

Organization in Service of Mission
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