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News

CELEBRATING A JUBILEE YEAR

1726. Three hundred years ago. The
Catholic Church was led by Pope
Benedict (in this case, the thirteenth),
and like our present pope, he was a
friar (in this case, a Dominican). In
Decemberof1726, Peregrine Laziosi,
OSM, was declared a canonized
saint by Pope Benedict. To celebrate
the three hundredth anniversary
of Peregrine’s canonization, the
Friar Servants of Mary throughout
the world have obtained Vatican
permission to celebrate this coming
year (from May 1, 2026 until St
Peregrine’s Feast Day on May 4,
2027) as a Jubilee Year. During this
year, pilgrims may obtain a plenary
indulgence by visiting Servite
churches and shrines.

St. Peregrine is best known for
being healed from cancer while
lying in front of an image of Christ
crucified the night before he was
scheduled for surgery. His early
life, however, hardly anticipated
sainthood. Born into a strongly anti-
church family in Forli, Italy during a
time of massive cultural change, war
and violence, and a sharp division
between rich and poor, Peregrine
drifted into what we would now call
a street gang. When the Servite friar
Philip Benizi (who would become
St. Philip Benizi) came to his city
of Forli preaching forgiveness and
reconciliation, Peregrine rushed
up to Philp and struck him. This
incident proved to be a turning
point in Peregrine’s life. Instead of

striking back at his attacker, Philip
very calmly and deliberately said
“I forgive you.” What inner power
did this man possess? Could faith in
Jesus really bring joy and tranquility?
This was a window on God and
the Church that Peregrine had
never before witnessed. Peregrine
then spent ten years searching—
searching for healing with God, the
Church, and his past. Eventually he
applied to be admitted to the Servite

Order and spent the rest of his life
ministering to the poor and the
sick, people he had ridiculed and
despised as a youth. After his healing
from cancer at age sixty, Peregrine
lived another twenty years before
going to his rest in 1345.

In announcing the Jubilee Year,
Servite Prior General Sergio
Ziliani wrote, “In order for the
Jubilee Year to be more than just an
opportunity to gain an indulgence,
I would like to remind everyone
that commemorating St. Peregrine
cont. on pg 4
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St Peregrine Ministry Mission Statement

Inspired by Mary at the foot of the Cross, and by our brother
friar St. Peregrine, OSM, patron saint of those living with cancer,
we Servites accompany and support persons who suffer from
serious illness, especially cancer, along with their loved ones
and caregivers. We offer our faith, compassion and prayerful
intercession, that they may experience hope, peace and the
healing presence of God in their lives.




“When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, Lazarus, come out! The dead man came out, his hands and feet wrapped
with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, take off the wrappings and let him go free.” (John 11:38-
44)

Two years ago, the Leonard family suffered the paralyzing pain of grief
in saying goodbye to their son, Brian V. Leonard Jr. Brian, a boxer and
coach at the Mercy Home for Boys and Girls in Chicago, had struggled
with addiction and died at the age of 39 of an overdose. A year after his
death, the Leonard family, like St. Peregrine, found a source of healing
through service to others. In opening BVL Boxing Solutions, a suburban
Chicago gym, the family offered unique way to take off the trappings of
death and help people find freedom and hope.

In part, the mission statement reads, “.we believe healing happens in
many forms. Sometimes it looks like a sweaty shirt, sometimes it’s simply
just letting your soul show up even
though your body doesn’t want to. Our
Mission has been rooted in hope since day one. It is to honor Brian Jr’s story +
by creating a safe, empowering space for those impacted by addiction, while =gk
welcoming every person who walks through our doors. We are proud to serve &
kids learning discipline, parents looking for strength, young men preparing
for competition, and especially those in active recovery who remind us every %
day that courage is contagious... For those walking the road of recovery, BVL
stands as proof that every step forward is a victory, and no one ever fights »
alone.”

The gym was blessed by Bishop Ronald Hicks of Joliet before he was named
Archbishop of New York. Visit their website at bvlboxingsolutions.com.

The story of St. Peregrine, OSM, tells us that Peregrine knew all about the
tombs of darkness and sickness personally as well as for many of the villagers
of Forli, Italy. He was the one to untie the wrappings of those who felt dead
in order to give them life and let them breathe in health and find freedom
from their sufferings.

In our God-given mission to love one another, we need to be creative and
imaginative to offer resources of strength, sometimes sharing our personal
experiences of deaths leading to healthy new life. I see it happening when
Christian mentors help other people, giving time, talent and resources in
being like St. Peregrine, OSM and Blessed Mother Mary, in standing to help
others carry their crosses.

Thank you, God for inviting your
people to be “Jesus for others” in
finding compassionate and creative
ways of healing today. God bless all
the wounded healers around us.
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For prayerful reflection
- as we remember the canonization of St Peregrine

The saints are not only to be honored for their holy human lives in
history, but also to act as present models and encouragement for us in
our own growth as persons and saints-in-process! As you think about
St Peregrine, his conversion from violence to peace, his welcoming
presence to others, and his deepening faith and trust in a healing God,
reflect on your own life as one who is called to be whole and holy, and
who is answering that call. The following Scripture passages may assist
your prayerful reflection.

From Hebrews 12 [We turn to the example of the saints, like Peregrine]:

“We have all these great people around us as examples. Their lives tell us what

faith means. So we, too, should run the race that is before us and never quit.
We should remove from our lives anything that would slow us down and the
sin that so often makes us fall.”

From Colossians 8 [Not only about saints like Peregrine, but for all of us,
here and nowl]:

“Since you became alive again, so to speak, when Christ arose from the dead,
now set your sights on the rich treasures andjoys of heaven where he sits beside
God in the place of honor and power... Your old self has died, and your new
life is kept with Christ in God. Yes, Christ is now your life, and when he comes
again, you will share in his glory.”

Action Task

Find a way to remember and
celebrate the Feast of St Peregrine
on Monday, May 4, or on any
day during the month of May.
Along with petition for someone’s
healing, you might add prayer of
gratitude for a form of healing
which has been granted. It might
also be a good time to visit or to
make some form of contact with
someone who is sick, alone, or
who doesn’t seem to be at peace...
to celebrate the saint by acting
like him!

Your donation will help us to
continue the good works of our

Visit a shrine of St Peregrine,

as a kind of mini-pilgrimage,
during the coming year, whether
alone or, better yet, with a group
of people. And after going to a
sacred place, near or far, then, as
Jesus said to the healed paralytic,
“get up and walk” to the ‘cross’ of
someone in pain and need, and
compassionately stand at the
foot of their cross, feeling with
them, and doing what you can to
alleviate some of their pain.

Ministry Office in publishing and
distributing this newsletter free
of charge to parishes, hospitals
and prayer centers across the

country. Please visit servite.
org/product/give-now/ to help
us spread the good word that
others are praying for those with
serious illness. Thank you !

Question to Ponder

We honor the canonized saints
like Peregrine for what may
seem like extraordinary holiness,
perhaps more than we think
ourselves capable of. However,
one Scripture story ends with
the words, “Well done, good and
faithful servant” That’s it! Nothing
special, except serving others
lovingly and well, as Peregrine
did with great simplicity, often
simply welcoming visitors or
spending time with them in their
illness. So how do you see yourself
as a servant of others, and how
might you respond to God who
calls you, and all of us, to love and
serve God and others? In a world
where we are often taught to be
suspicious of others, to think of
many as enemies — or perhaps we
simply forget or ignore them - to
actually love others, and to be of
even simple service and assistance,
may be a description of holiness
or saintliness..for all of us! Does
anyone, or any group of people
come to mind when you think of
who you might better serve with
loving compassion? How might
you concretely do that?




Celebrating, cont.

Laziosi, especially this year, should inspire spiritual renewal, deepen our
life of grace and support us on our journey to become more like Christ.
We all invoke St. Peregrine especially in times of cancer. However, we know
that even before the miracle, St. Peregrine’s journey was marked by an
inner transformation and a realization that violence, whether expressed or
repressed only begets more violence. Thus, the invitation extended to us
by the figure of St. Peregrine offers various perspectives: self-knowledge as
a means to attain peace of heart and become peacemakers, courageously
acknowledging one’s own mistakes and learning how to ask for forgiveness,
as Peregrine did with Philip Benizi; and committing to a deep relationship
with the Lord through listening to the Word of God and personal and
communal prayer. This allows one to be transformed according to the
words of the Apostle Paul: ‘I have been crucified with Christ, yet I live no
longer, but Christ lives in me (Gal 2:19-20).”

During this Jubilee Year, all are invited to to make a pilgrimage to one of
the Servite churches and shrines in Chicago, Denver, Southern California,
and Portland, OR or anywhere in the world and, and spend “a meaningful
amountoftime,” as the official document sstates, “in Eucharisticadoration and
meditation, including praying the Our Father, the Creed, and invocations
to the Blessed Virgin Mary and St. Peregrine” During the course of the
year, the Servite shrines and churches will be offering special Masses and
services honoring St. Peregrine on the three hundredth anniversary of his
canonization.

- Fr Joseph Chamblain, OSM

St. Peregrine Ministry is:

Healing

With Sadness and
Gratitude...

We remember Father Vidal
Martinez, OSM, who passed into
eternal life on the morning of
February 28, 2026, after months
of living with liver cancer. Fr Vidal
was a part of Servite St Peregrine
Ministry for some time, especially
as the presiding priest at Masses
for Healing in Spanish, and as a
faithful translator of this newsletter
into the Spanish language, for
which we are very grateful. He also
ministered to others during his
illness, by his example of patience,
humility, prayerfulness, gratitude
for all he received, and the desire
to live as fully as possible until he
died. May this good man, Servant
of Mary, and gentle minister to
many rest peacefully with the
Risen Jesus and his mother Mary,
in God’s eternal love.

- Fr John Fontana, OSM

Companionship & Support, with Faith, Compassion & Prayer toward Hope, Peace &

A healing Mass, and blessing with the relic of St. Peregrine, is celebrated monthly at the National

Shrine of St. Peregrine (in Our Lady of Sorrows Basilica, 3121 W Jackson Blvd, Chicago). The Mass
is celebrated in English at 1AM on the third Saturday of each month, and in Spanish at 1AM on
the second Saturday each month. All are invited. Please visit and subscribe to our YouTube channel
“Servite St. Peregrine Healing Ministry.”




