OPENING PRAYER OSSM MEETING JUNE 21, 2026

Most Sacred Heart of Jesus
The Immaculate Heart
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Fr. Michael: Today’s celebration awakens us to
how deeply God loves us. How deeply Mary
loves us.

Imagine being among the Israelites and
hearing “that the Lord set his heart onyou.”
Indeed, they have been chosen to enter into a

special relationship as a people sacred to God.
Remembering the promise made to their ancestors, God has brought them
out of bondage into freedom in a land of their own. Why? Because God loved
them (Deut 7:7-8).

Imagine being in the crowd, hearing Jesus give praise to God for bringing the
lowly into knowledge of God.

Imagine Jesus looking around at each person one by one, making clear his
words are intended for them. Then he looks in your eyes as he says, “Come to
me, all you who labor and are burdened, and | will give you rest” (Matt 11:25,
28). Who could forget such everlasting kindness and compassion? (Ps 103).

And what about us? While we know these words of Scripture extend far and
wide to include us, at times we may find ourselves wishing we could have
been in the biblical crowds to hear these words of love directly with our own
ears. We need not worry. We, too, experience God firsthand when we love one
another, for all love is of God. Love transforms us as we rest in the very being
of God (1 John 4:7, 12-13).

This Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus and the feast of the
Immaculate Heart of Mary invite us to remember and to rejoice in the depths
of Christ’s love for us. The depths of Mary’s love for us!
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How have you experienced God'’s love in your life?
How have you experienced Mary’s love in your life?
And from your heart to those around you?

ALL:

Your faithful love, O Lord, reaches to the heaven,
your truth to the clouds.
Your righteousness is like the mountains of God;
like the great deep, your justice.
Both human being and beast you save, O Lord.
How precious is your love, O God!
The children of Adam seek shelter in the shadow of your wings.
They feast on the riches of your house;
you give them drink from the stream of your delight.
For with you is the fountain of life, and in your light we see light.
Maintain your love for those who know you,
your saving justice to upright hearts.
Glory to the Father. ..

Scripture Romans 8:35-39

READER: What will separate us from the love of Christ? Will anguish, or
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or the sword? As it
is written: / “For your sake we are being slain all the day; / we are looked upon
as sheep to be slaughtered.” / No, in all these things we conquer
overwhelmingly through him who loved us. For | am convinced that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor present things, nor future
things, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature will be able to
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Beloved, if God has so loved us, we also must love one another.

ALL:
The word of the Lord
Thanks be to God
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