
The Vigilia De Domina, 

Servite Spirituality,

God, and You.



Introduction
Weõve spent our last 4 formation sessions using 
the Vigilia De Domina to explore what it means 
to be a Servant of  Mary (Servite)

February: Itõs historical significance as an 
ancient devotion to Our Lady. 

March through May: the three reading-
prayers, exploring various facets of Servite 
Spirituality

To the Virgin of the Fiat 

To the Virgin of the Magnificat

To the Virgin at the Foot of the Cross 

Today, we will step back and òlook at the forest 
for the trees,ó reviewing and integrating our first 4 
formation sessions, asking the questions:

How is God calling me closer to him through 
Servite Spirituality? Is God calling me to formal 
enrollment in the Servite Confraternity?



The Historical 

Significance of  the Vigilia
The Order of Friar Servants of Mary was founded on 
August 15, 1233, by a group of 7 Florentine merchants 
who sold what they had, gave to the poor, and 
committed themselves to a life of community and 
service, inspired by and devoted to Our Lady.

The 13th century was a tumultuous time for the Church. 
Many new Orders, including heretical ones, cropped up, 
leading the Pope to condemn new Orders. This left the 
Servites in legal limbo. 

The Servites turned to Our Lady, using the Vigilia De 
Domina to ask her to intercede for her Orderõs definitive 
approval. 

When the Order was approved in 1304, the Servites 
continued to pray the Vigilia in thanksgiving, and to ask 
her continued intercession for the Orderõs needs.



Servite History, God, and You.

As we reflect on Servite history, what is God 

using in my own, personal history to draw me to 

Servite spirituality? How does my own story of  

faith intersect with the Servite story? 

The earliest Servites trusted in God, asking for 

Maryõs intercession for their needs. What role 

does Marian devotion have in my life?

The earliest Servites lived in a tumultuous time, 

praying for and serving the needs of those 

around them. How does their example of 

discipleship inspire my own?



The Virgin of  the Fiat

Fiat = òLet it be done,ó Maryõs òyesó 

to God (Luke 1:38)

The Servite approach to the 

annunciation reminds us of  her 

attentivenessand prayerfulness.

God speaks: in the silence of  our 

own hearts, in the lives of  those 

around us, and in the world around 

us, even its crises. 

Mary listens, asks questions, and 

ultimately says òyesó to God. She 

teaches us to do the same. 



The Virgin of  the Fiat, 
God, and You.

What does Maryõs model of 

attentiveness and prayerfulness teach 

me about my own discipleship?

Do I take time to listen to God? In my 

own heart? In the lives of those around 

me? In the world and its crises? How 

does the Spirit call me to respond?

How does God call me to bear the 

Word, Jesus Christ, to the world?



To the Virgin of the 

Magnificat

In the Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), Mary 

proclaims that God has fulfilled his 

promises to the poor and lowly ð

promises of  love, mercy, justice, freedom 

from oppression, and peace. 

Following her model, we Servites sing 

her song of  praise, walk the journey of  

faith, and announce that òthe Kingdom 

of God is at hand,ó (Mark 1:15 et. al.), a 

kingdom of  justice, freedom, and peace.

That announcement takes the form of  

concrete action. The Magnificat occurs 

while Mary is supporting her third-

trimester cousin Elizabeth! We love in 

our words and our actions.



The Virgin of  the 

Magnificat, God, and You.

Mary proclaims that God has 

fulfilled his promises; when have I 

encountered Godõs fidelity in my 

own life?

How does my life proclaim the 

greatness of  the Lord? How has 

God called me to build up his 

kingdom with my words and 

deeds?

How does Mary inspire my service 

to others?



The Virgin at the 

Foot of  the Cross

Maryõs sorrows mirror our own. Like you 

and I, her life of  faith was not without pain. 

At the Annunciation, Gabriel told her that 

ònothing will be impossible for Godó (Luke 

1:38). She watched her sonõs mighty deeds 

and heard him never mention his crucifixion 

without his resurrection. Despite the 

darkness of  her sorrow, she trusted that 

Godõs faithful love can even overcome the 

grave.

Mary couldnõt stop Jesusõ pain, but she could 

be present, standing as a witness to Godõs 

loving presence.

Mary teaches we Servites to stand with our 

suffering brothers and sisters, recognizing 

Christ in them, loving and supporting them.


