
The Life of 
the Secular 
Community

Rule of Life Articles 15–21

They were of one heart and one mind.



Community is 
more than a 
place where we 
meet.



It is where we:
• Pray together

• Learn together

• Support one another

• Grow together



When have you 
experienced a 
community that 
helped you grow 
spiritually?



Today's Spiritual 
Learning

One Heart and One Mind

Articles 15 – 17

Connected in Communion

Articles 18 – 20

Sharing Life Together

Article 21



One Heart and One Mind

Articles 15 & 17

Community is more than attending 

meetings.

We gather to:

• Pray together 

• Reflect together 

• Learn together 

• Support one another 

• Discern together 



Our meetings 

are signs of 

communion.



Rule of Life, Articles 15, 16 and 17

15. Following the example of the first Christians who “were 
of one heart and one mind,” the sisters and brothers of the 
Servite Secular Order meet together as a sign of their 
fraternal communion and to further their knowledge of each 
other and to strengthen each other on their journey together 
toward Christian perfection and in the loving service of all 
people.

16. All take an active part in the regular meetings which 
celebrate the life of the Secular Fraternity. With simplicity 
they offer their personal contribution of experience and 
ideas.

17. The Secular Fraternity meets to proclaim the Word of 
God and reflect together on it and to examine and study the 
Rule, matters of human, social and religious concern, and 
issues related to Servite life.



Discussion Stop #1

What helps a community become “one heart and one mind” ?

Acts of  the 

Apostles, 

4:32



Sharing our Experiences

Listening
Trust
Prayer
Shared Experiences
Friendship
Service



Connected in Communion

Articles 18 - 20

A Servite community never exists 

for itself alone.

We belong to:

• God

• The Church

• The Servite Family

• One another

• The World

No one walks alone.



UNIFAS
Unio Internationalis Familiae Servorum
International Union of the Servite Family

• What is UNIFAS?

• UNIFAS is an umbrella international 

organization of Servites established May 

4th, 1987 by Servite leaders from

• around the world.



UNIFAS
Unio Internationalis Familiae Servorum
International Union of the Servite Family

• UNIFAS holds a conference every four 

years with a theme relative to current 

world issues. This theme is generally 

carried out in the National UNIFAS 

conferences held throughout the world 

and in the UNIFAS – USA conference

• which is held every four years.



Connected in 
Communion

UNIFAS Purpose is to foster 

communion and collaboration 

through:

• mutual help in the common 

sectors of our life and of our 

commitment to service

• the reading together of the 

signs of the times and the 

search for adequate 

answers

• consultation on themes and 

initiatives of joint interest



A Servite 

community 

never exists for 

itself alone.



Rule of Life, Articles 18, 19 and 20
18. The Secular Fraternity has living links with the local Church and 
then local Servite religious community, whose spirituality it shares 
and in whose apostolic work it takes part.

19. Whenever possible, sisters and brothers of the Secular 
Fraternity take part in the prayer life of the religious community, 
and, when invited, share its renewal sessions, chapters, and meals.

20. The Secular Fraternity keeps in constant touch with those 
sisters and brothers who, because of particular circumstances, are 
unable to attend the meetings of the group. It encourages them 
and supports them in heartfelt solidarity and in religious growth. 
Likewise, it maintains bonds of communion, family spirit, and 
association with those numerous Families and Groups who
share the same Servite vocation and together form one single 
family. A special attention should be given to communication and 
collaboration with other lay associations of the Servite Order.



Discussion Stop 
#2
What helps people feel that they truly belong in a 

community?



Sharing our Experiences

Welcome
Friendship
Being Remembered
Shared prayer
Listening
Forgiveness



Sharing Life Together

Articles 21

We share according to our means 

so that the life and mission of the 

community can flourish.

We share:

• Prayer

• Time

• Talents

• Hospitality

• Resources



Rule of Life, Article 21

21. In the spirit of the Beatitudes, the Secular Fraternity shares a 
communion of goods. The members contribute, according to their 
means, to the expenses of the local, national and international 
fraternities, and to the assistance of sisters and brothers in 
financial difficulties.



We share according 

to our means so that 

the life and mission 

of the community 

can flourish.



Discussion Stop 
#3
What gifts do people bring to a community?



Sharing our Experiences

Time
Prayer
Wisdom
Experience
Generosity
Encouragement



What have you learned about Servite community 
that surprised you or spoke to you most deeply?
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