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COMMEMORATIONS OF MARY IN THE LITURGICAL 
YEAR 
 
 
August 5 - DEDICATION OF ST. MARY MAJOR 
Lord, 
pardon the sins of your people. 
May the prayers of Mary, the mother of your Son, 
 to save us, for by ourselves we cannot please you. 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. 
 
August 15 - THE ASSUMPTION OF MARY 
Father in heaven, 
all creation rightly gives you praise, 
for all life and all holiness come from you. 
In the plan of your wisdom 
she who bore the Christ in her womb 
was raised body and soul in glory to be 
with him in heaven. 
May we follow her example in reflecting your holiness 
and join in her hymn of endless life and praise. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 
August 22 - THE QUEENSHIP OF MARY 
Father, 
you have given us the mother of your Son 
to be our queen and mother. 
With the support of her prayers 
may we come to share the glory of your children in the kingdom of 
heaven. 
We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever 
 

  

COMMEMORATIONS  OF 
MARY IN THE LITURGICAL 
YEAR 

 

August 5 - DEDICATION OF ST. 
MARY MAJOR 
 
 
August 15 - THE ASSUMPTION 
OF MARY 
 
 
 
August 22 - THE QUEENSHIP OF 
MARY 
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CELEBRATIONS IN HONOR OF SERVITE SAINTS AND BLESSED 
 
SAINT PHILIP BENIZI 
Triduum in preparation for the feast: August 20, 21, and 22 
Feast: August 23 
 
First day: August 20 
Invocation: 
Blessed are you, Lord, God of glory: 
In your loving plan 
you gave the family of Servants 
the brilliant light of Saint Philip Benizi. 
In his humility 
the servant of your handmaid 
sought to conceal this light 
but you who raise up the lowly 
wonderfully revealed it. 
His was a light of knowledge and understanding 
in the study of sacred doctrine; 
of wisdom and prudence 
in the direction of the Order entrusted to his care; 
of sanctity and grace 
in the service of others. 
Through the intercession of Saint Philip, 
grant us, Father, 
love for your Word, 
which enlightens us on our journey through life. 
Grant us, Lord, 
genuine faith, 
confident hope, 
and respondent love. 
Lord, watch over the family of Servants of Mary; 
may it walk in the light of Christ 
and fulfill its mission 
of service and witness to Christian community. 
To you, Father, source of all light, 
through Christ, the sun of justice, 
in the Spirit who renews all things, 
all glory and honor forever. Amen. 
 
Second day: August 21 
Invocation: 
We bless you, Father, 
for you guide all men and women 
toward their true destiny 
and in your infinite love 
you sent us your Son Jesus Christ. 
He is the living rock 
from which living water flows, 
the grain of wheat 
that in dying bears much fruit, 
the bread of life 
that is broken and nourishes. 
We bless you, Father, 
because you gave us Saint Philip Benizi 
and made him a servant of life 
according to the image of your Son. 
He was a brother serving others, 
a father feeding his children, 
a friend to those in need. 
Lord, 
through the intercession of Saint Philip 

The three days (a triduum) 
leading up to the feast of 
Saint Philip Benizi (Aug. 
23) are significant because 
they draw the Servite 
faithful into a structured, 
Church-recognized rhythm 
of prayer: the feast itself 
commemorates the saint 
and the work of God in 
him, while the triduum 
prepares the heart to 
celebrate, imitate, and 
receive grace in a more 
deliberate way. 

In Catholic tradition, a 
triduum is a commonly 
used way to intensify 
prayer for a coming feast: 
the feast “determines the 
choice of the pious 
exercises,” and the three 
days dispose the faithful 
to a devout celebration. 

So the Servite triduum for 
Philip Benizi is a prayerful 
preparation whose goal is 
transformation: to 
celebrate the saint in such 
a way that one becomes 
more conformed to Christ 
and more faithful to the 
Servite charism. 
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grant that we may serve life 
with our words and with our deeds. 
Grant that we be compassionate, 
sensitive to the expectations of others, 
and unhesitating in our response to the needy. 
Make us defenders of justice 
and agents of peace. 
Father, grant that we may serve life: 
at its innocent beginning 
and as it grows and flourishes; 
when it is wounded and oppressed, 
and as it passes from this world 
to enter into your glory. 
To you, Father, source of all life, 
through Christ who conquered death 
in the Spirit who renews all things, 
all glory and honor forever. Amen. 
 
Third day: August 22 
Invocation: 
We glorify you, Father, and we thank you; 
in your goodness 
you have given us Saint Philip 
as a model in our service to the Blessed Virgin. 
We are her servants 
in constant reverence and confident prayer, 
in faithful love and total self-giving. 
We are servants like her 
in fulfilling your will 
and serving our sisters and brothers. 
We are servants with her 
in listening to the Word, 
praising your glory, 
proclaiming your salvation 
and standing near the cross of Christ. 
By your grace, Lord, 
Saint Philip was a disciple of the Seven First Fathers 
and learned to harmonize in his life 
authority and service, 
discipline and compassion, 
prayer and apostolate. 
Through the intercession of Saint Philip, 
grant, Lord, that we may 
follow Christ your Son, 
witness to the Gospel 
and dedicate our lives to the coming of your Kingdom. 
Lord, may we be always 
open to the voice of your Spirit, 
and attentive to his presence, 
to be in our day 
instruments of his joy and peace. 
Father, 
may we always be inspired 
by the life of the Blessed Virgin, Our Lady, 
and offer her our service of love. 
To you, Father, source of all life, 
through Christ your faithful servant 
and in the Spirit who renews all things, 
all glory and honor forever. Amen. 
 
 
  

Saint Philip Benizi is 
remembered as a confessor 
who greatly contributed to 
the growth of the Servite 
Order and who is singled out 
for great humility.  

In addition, the Servite 
tradition highlights his role as 
a real father and propagator 
of the Order: 

- He was a major organizer 
and lawgiver for the Servites’ 
life (he “codified the rules 
and constitutions” and had 
them confirmed).  

- He also worked pastorally in 
ways that show the Order’s 
mission: he preached, 
reconciled people who were 
at odds, and sought peace 
amid civil and factional 
conflict.   

- He is associated with an 
intense Christ-centered 
spirituality expressed in 
devotion to the **crucified 
Christ**.  

Finally, Philip’s life fits the 
wider Servite identity: the 
Servites were founded under 
the sign of the Assumption 
and Marian visions; their 
distinctive spirit includes 
meditation on the Passion of 
Jesus and the Sorrows of 
Mary. 

SAINT PHILIP BENIZI 
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Feast of Saint Philip 
August 23 
Philip was born in Florence in the early thirteenth century. He entered the Order and 
was 
ordained a priest. In 1267 he was elected prior general and remained in office almost 
until his 
death. He served with wisdom, developed excellent laws, and fought to keep the 
Order from being 
suppressed. Recognized for his holiness, he inspired many to enter religious life and 
follow his 
example of Gospel values and service to Mary. Because of his strong influence, he 
has been 
considered a “father of the Order.” He died in 1285 at Todi and was canonized in 
1671. 
 
PRAYER 
Lord God, 
in you the lowly are exalted. 
Through the work of Saint Philip 
you cared for the Family of Servants of Mary 
by nurturing its growth and confirming its way of life. 
By faithful service of Our Lady, may we, 
like Philip, proclaim with apostolic zeal 
the Reign of your Son, 
who with you and the Holy Spirit, 
lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
BLESSED ANDREW OF BORGO SANSEPOLCRO 
August 31 
Andrew was inspired by a sermon of Saint Philip Benizi and so asked to receive the 
habit of the Servants of Saint Mary in 1278 in the Servite priory in Borgo 
Sansepolcro. He withdrew immediately to a hermitage near Borgo to live a life of 
penance and solitude. Both by his counsel and his works, he drew many other 
hermits to the Order of Servants. Blessed Andrew was their moderator. He died in 
1315 while he was at prayer. Pope Pius VII in 1806 confirmed the 
veneration which had been paid to him. 
 
PRAYER 
Lord God, 
through Blessed Andrew you called many hermits 
to the Order of Servants of Mary, 
and made them one in their devotion to Mary 
and in their love for one another. 
Grant that in serving Our Lady 
we, too, may be united in heart and action. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
 

The triduum invocations 
unfold Philip’s “light” as 
something practical and 
pastoral—three spiritual 
themes that together form a 
whole way of discipleship: 

First day (Aug. 20): the “light” 
of doctrine and governance—
humility that conceals and 
yet reveals 

Second day (Aug. 21): serving 
“life,” defending justice, and 
becoming agents of peace 

Third day (Aug. 22): learning 
the Servite “harmonization” 
of authority and service 
through Mary and the Gospel 

The feast day (Aug.23)  is 
therefore significant on two 
levels at once: 

1. God’s work in Philip: he is 
remembered for humility and 
for greatly contributing to the 
Servites’ growth.   

2. The Church’s pedagogical 
purpose: fixed feasts exist to 
give thanks for God’s saving 
actions and to teach future 
generations how to conform 
their conduct to them.   

 

 

 

SAINT PHILIP BENIZI 

REFLECTION 

Considering the three themes of this Triduum 
— light, life, and Marian service — which of 

these do you find most lacking in your own 
spiritual life, and what might Philip's example 

invite you to do about it? 

 


