OPENING PRAYER OSSM MEETING AUGUST 16,2026

With Mary, A Community at Prayer

Leader:

In the name of the
Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

All:
Amen.

Leader:

As we gather as the
Servite family of St.
Mary, Source of Our Joy,
let us place ourselves
in the presence of God
and in the company of
Mary, Mother and
Servant of the Lord.

Our Rule of Life
reminds us that prayer
is atthe heart of our
vocation. We are called
not only to pray
individually, but to
gather as brothers and sisters, to listen together to the Word of God, to participate in the
prayer of the Church, and to carry before the Lord the joys, sorrows, and needs of one
another and of the whole world.

In this month in which the Church celebrates the glorious Assumption of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, we look to Mary as our model of prayer, faithfulness, and hope.

Let us become still before the Lord and ask the Holy Spirit to open our hearts to His
presence among us.

Pause for silent prayer.
Reader: Scripture — Acts 1:12-14

12"Then they returned to Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is near Jerusalem,
a sabbath day's journey away."

3"When they entered the city they went to the upper room where they were staying, Peter
and John and James and Andrew, Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew, James
son of Alphaeus, Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James."

4”All of these devoted themselves with one accord to prayer, together with some women,
and Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers.
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Leader:
Mary was present in the praying Church from its beginning.

She gathered with the disciples.

She waited with them.

She prayed with them.

And with them, she opened herself to the coming of the Holy Spirit.

As Secular Servites, we too gather with Mary.
All: Mary, Mother and Servant of the Lord, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When the demands and distractions of life make it difficult for us to become still before
God—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When we gather as brothers and sisters and listen together to the Word of God—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When we come to the Eucharist and unite our lives to Christ's offering to the Father—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When we join our voices to the prayer of the universal Church—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When we contemplate your Seven Sorrows and learn from your faithfulness at the foot of
the Cross—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Leader:
When we remember our deceased brothers and sisters and entrust them to the mercy of
God—

All: Mary, Mother of Sorrows and Mother of Hope, teach us to pray.

Leader:
And when we seek moments of silence and recollection, withdrawing for a time from the
noise and demands of daily life so that we may listen more attentively to the voice of God—

All: Mary, teach us to pray.

Pause briefly.
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Leader:

Loving Father,

as we begin our Formation today, open our minds and hearts to the wisdom contained in
our Rule of Life.

Teach us that prayer is more than something we do.

May prayer become the place where we encounter You, where we learn to listen, where our
fraternity is strengthened, and where we discover the needs of our brothers and sisters and
carry them before You.

May our homes be places of prayer.

May our Eucharistic life draw us ever more deeply into Christ.

May our devotion to Mary always lead us to her Son.

May our remembrance of the dead strengthen our hope in the Resurrection.

May times of silence and recollection renew our spirits.

And may our prayer always bear fruit in compassion and service to those who suffer.

Leader:

During this month of Mary's Assumption, we rejoice that the humble Servant of the Lord,
who remained faithful from Nazareth to Calvary, now shares fully in the glory of her risen
Son.

May her Assumption remind us of the destiny to which God calls each of us and strengthen
our hope as we make our own pilgrimage of faith.

All: Mary, Source of Our Joy, lead us always to your Son.

Leader:

Come, Holy Spirit.

Teach us to listen.

Teach us to pray.

Teach us to serve.

And make our community of St. Mary, Source of Our Joy, a true school of prayer, where
Christ is known, loved, and served.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Leader:
St. Mary, Source of Our Joy,

All: Pray for us.

Leader:
Our Seven Holy Founders,

All: Pray for us.

Leader:
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.
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