1. CHAPTER DOCUMENT 57

SERVANTS OF COMMUNION
IN A DIVIDED AND WOUNDED WORLD

For the celebration of the CCXIV General Chapter in 2019, a simple
message was formulated, addressed to all the members of the Servite
Family, to deepen some Marian features of our charism and revive the com-
mitment to be, like Mary, women and men of hope. In that message we
remembered that

«The foundation of hope is not a triumphant history or the visible
success of buman undertakings, but Jesus ‘the crucified and risen’.
This faith allows us not only to see the bright side of reality, both of
the world and of the Order, but to be able to confront ourselves
peacefully, and with a lucid gaze, even with the ambiguous and neg-
ative aspects, since we are ‘saved in hope’ (Rom 8:24)».58

On the occasion of the CCXV General Chapter in 2025, let us renew our
commitment to be witnesses of the hope and good news of the Kingdom,
bringing about in us, as Servants of Mary, the regenerating power of the
Word in the midst of a world in which there is no lack of darkness and suf-
fering. At the end of the 2025 Jubilee, proclaimed by the late Pope Francis —
whom we remember with affection and gratitude as the “Pope of mercy” —
with the motto “Pilgrims of Hope”, we continue our journey of faith and spit-
itual renewal, mindful of the importance of hope and mercy in today’s con-
text and aware that «the joys and hopes, the sorrows and anxieties of the peo-
ple of today, of the poor above all and of all those who suffer, are also the
joys and hopes, the sorrows and anxieties of Christ’s disciples, and [that]
there is nothing genuinely human that does not find an echo in their hearts».59

57 Arch. gen., Prot. 140/2025

58  ORDO FRATRUM SERVORUM BEATAE MARIAE VIRGINIS, Servants of Hope in a World that
changes. Message to the Servite Family, Curia generalis 0.5.M., Romae 2020, p. 19.

59 SECOND VATICAN COUNCIL, Pastoral Constitution “Gaudium et spes”, n. 1.
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1. The wounds of a time of crisis

In the last six years, there have been events with far-reaching develop-
ments on a global level that have involved the entire human family, causing
strong imbalances and deep wounds not only in human relationships, but
also in relation to all creation.

We remember the COVID-19 pandemic, which kept the whole world on
its toes in 2020 and 2021, dramatically showing us, how vulnerable humanity
is. The moment when Pope Francis prayed for the end of the pandemic in the
rain, on the evening of Friday, March 27, 2020, alone, in the deserted St.
Peter’s Square at nightfall, remains unforgettable. It was also a special
moment for us Servants of Mary, because the “miraculous” crucifix of San
Marcello al Corso, as in other difficult moments, was brought from our
church to St. Peter’s for that occasion. Turning the gaze to the wooden cru-
cifix of San Marcello was for countless people, all over the world, a moment
of hope, in which the trust in Christ in a situation of grave trial and emergency
was renewed. The Pope, meditating on the Gospel passage of the storm on
the lake (see Mk 4:35-41) reminded us, with words of trusting prayer, that:

«The Lord awakens to reawaken and revive our paschal faith. We
have an anchor: in bis cross we have been saved. We have a rudder:
in his cross we have been redeemed. We have hope: in his cross we
have been healed and embraced so that nothing and no one can
separate us from his redeeming love. [...] The Lord challenges us
from: bis cross to rediscover the life that awaits us, to look towards
those who claim us, to strengthen, recognize and encourage the grace
that dwells in us».60

At the same time, the Pope also offered us a key to understanding in
order to grasp a deeper meaning in that global pandemic:

60 FRANCIS, Meditation during the extraordinary moment of prayer in the time of pan-
demiic (March 27, 2020):
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/homilies/2020/documents/papafrance

sco_20200327_omelia-epidemia.html (website accessed on 10 May 2025).




Chapter Document 187

«In this world of ours, which You, God, love more than we do, we
have moved forward at full speed, feeling strong and capable in
everything. Greedy for profit, we let ourselves be absorbed by things
and dazed by haste. We have not stopped at your calls, we have not
awakened in the face of wars and planetary injustices, we have not
listened to the cry of the poor, and of our seriously ill planet. We
continued undaunted, thinking we would always remain healthy in
a sick world».61

In this regard, the global climate crisis, which continues to affect the
entire planet, remains a serious open question, an urgent and dramatic chal-
lenge. In 2015, Pope Francis published the encyclical Laudato si’ to draw
attention to the grave situation. He was moved by the fate of people who
already have to bear the negative consequences of climate change, by con-
cern for the future effects that will increase tensions and injustices globally,
and by love for creation, which is the common home of all creatures.62 Eight
years later, in 2023, he again appealed to humanity in the apostolic exhor-
tation Laudate Deumn:

«I realize that we are not reacting enough, as the world that wel-
comes us is crumbling and perbaps approaching a breaking point.
Beyond this possibility, there is no doubt that the impact of climate
change will increasingly damage the lives of many individuals and
families. We will feel the effects in terms of health, work, access to
resources, housing, forced migration and other areas».63

To this warning is added a severe reminder that within the Church
there are people who still do not take seriously the questions of environ-
mental ethics and the spirituality of creation, and he urged a new vision
both anthropological and cosmic:

61 Ibidem. See also: FRANCIS, Healing the World. Catechesis on the pandemic, Bookshop
Editrice Vaticana, Vatican City 2020.

62 See FRANCIS, Encyclical Letter “Laudato si”” on the care of our common home (2015).

63 FRANCIS, Apostolic Exhortation “Laudate Deuns” to all people of good will on the cli-
mate crisis (2023), n. 2.
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«The Judeo-Christian worldview upholds the peculiar and central
value of the human being in the midst of the marvellous concert of
all beings, but today we are forced to recognize that it is only possible
to sustain a ‘situated anthropocentrism’. That is to say, recognizing
that human life is incomprebensible and unsustainable without
other creatures. In fact, ‘all of us beings of the universe are united by
invisible bonds and form a kind of universal family, a sublime com-
munion that impels us to a sacred, loving and humble respect’».64

In the light of these words, we Servants of Mary must remember that
we guard in our Constitutions a treasure that could not be more timely,
and that calls us to a conversion towards creation, a change of mentality
also from the point of view of ecology. In fact, the Constitutions, in the
light of the passage from Mt 5:3-9, invite us to have «only relations of
peace, mercy, justice and constructive love with all creatures» 6> with
whom we inhabit this world as a common home.

The crises caused by the pandemic and the environmental issue have
been further aggravated by armed conflicts, which are rampant, sowing
violence and injustice, all over the world. Many countries are on the road
to a new military rearmament. The call for disarmament and diplomatic
solutions for peace has gone unheeded. First, think of Russia’s war of
aggression against Ukraine, which has claimed the lives of tens of thou-
sands of people, soldiers and civilians since February 2022, including
countless children and women. It seems that the law of the jungle is once
again dominating international politics, that is, the law of the strongest,
which does not have to respect the fundamental rules of international
law. International treaties and the fundamental requirements of justice
are not respected, but agreements are concluded, deals, in which the
search for one’s own interest is in the foreground. In Palestine and Israel,
too, the dream of a peaceful and just coexistence between the two peo-
ples has moved further away. When Yasser Arafat, Shimon Peres and
Yitzhak Rabin jointly received the Nobel Peace Prize in 1994, they

64 Ibid., n. 67.

65 ORDO FRATRUM SERVORUM BEATAE MARIAE VIRGINIS, Constitutiones et Directorium
General, Curia Generalis 0.5.M, Romae MMXV, n. 299, p. 117.



Chapter Document 189

promised each other that, in the future, their peoples would always want
to remember and recognize the sufferings of the other people.6¢ This
mutual promise would have had the potential for a rapprochement
between Israelis and Palestinians, but it has not been kept. It would be a
solid basis for resolving conflicts in a way that avoids violence and suf-
fering. Awareness of common vulnerability would push one to perceive
the need and fear of the other, not to protect oneself by exercising
power and violence over the other. Furthermore, we must not forget the
armed conflicts in Lebanon, Myanmar, Sudan, the Democratic Republic
of Congo and in many other parts of the world. In his traditional New
Year’s address to the Diplomatic Corps on January 9, 2025, Pope
Francis vehemently emphasized that

«in the face of the increasingly concrete threat of a world war, the
vocation of diplomacy is to encourage dialogue with everyone,
including those interlocutors considered most ‘inconvenient’ or
who would not consider themselves legitimate to negotiate. This is
the only way to break the chains of hatred and revenge that
imprison and to defuse the devices of human selfishness, pride and
arrogance, which are the root of every belligerent will that
destroys».67

This urgent call to be builders of peace, in this global society in which
«a dangerous eclipse of humanity is taking place»,68 must make the values
of the Kingdom re-emerge in us more forcefully, which speak of generous
sharing, fraternal service, mercy, equality in diversity, in order to make our
vocation shine forth as an expression of evangelical life.

66 See S. BARILLARI (ed.), Building Peace. Speeches by Nobel Peace Prize winners,
Minimum fax, Rome 2008, pp. 247-276.

67 POPE FRANCIS, Address to the members of the Diplomatic Corps accredited to the Holy
See for the presentation of New Year's greetings (January 9, 2025):
https://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/it/speeches/2025/january/documents
/20250109-corpo-diplomatico.html (website accessed on 10 May 2025).

68 R. MANCINIL, Vedere Maria nel cammino della liberazione [Seeing Mary on the Path
of Liberation], in Marzanun: 2023 (1-2), p. 444.
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2. Servants of communion, guardians of the Word

When we are preparing to celebrate the General Chapter, our gath-
ering as brothers from every part of the world must make us aware that all
of us, though in different ways, are affected by those phenomena of our
time to which we have already referred. For this reason, and without
ignoring that there may be other crisis situations that involve us, it is nec-
essary to become aware of reality in order to find, despite the limitations
and vulnerability to which we are exposed, new answers to the challenges
that society presents to us today. The communities of the Servants of
Mary scattered on the five continents represent, in a small way, the global
family of humanity. For us, as a religious community, considering the
trend of the last six years must be a significant moment of salutary verifi-
cation. Have we been, as we had proposed, men and women of hope in
these crucial years? Have we helped to promote solidarity and cohesion in
our communities and in the social contexts in which we live and carry out
our service? Have we listened to and accepted Pope Francis’ exhortation
to be promoters of personal and community lifestyles in order to con-
cretely live our care for the earth, which is the common home of all peo-
ples and all living beings? Have we fulfilled our commitment to have only
relationships of peace, mercy, justice and constructive love with all crea-
tures, human and non-human? Have we been peacemakers in our com-
munities and in the countries in which we live, committing ourselves to
overcoming injustice and social tensions and being spokespersons for
active and non-violent solutions to conflicts? Do we bear concrete witness
that our common faith in Christ not only unites us and overcomes the var-
ious differences that divide us, but at the same time teaches us to respect
and cherish the diversity of individuals and different cultures as a rich-
ness, instead of seeing it as a threat to our own identity?

The celebration of the General Chapter is for us not only a moment
of evaluation, but also a good and welcome opportunity to renew our
commitment to be persons and communities in which mercy, justice and
peace find their home. We feel called to be Servants of communion in a
divided and wounded world. We want to resist a double temptation.
Firstly, in the face of current developments, we do not want to give in to
resignation and despair. Secondly, we also do not want to close our eyes
to challenges with naive optimism. The strength and courage to look at
reality in a realistic way and at the same time to bear witness through our
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actions and our personal and community life to the faith that this world is
not lost, is also drawn from the figure of Mary beside the cross who is our
guiding image: «For the Son of Man is still crucified in his brothers and
sisters, we, Servants of the Mother, want to be with her at the foot of the
infinite crosses, to bring comfort and redemptive cooperation».6® Let us
renew our faith in the Kingdom of God which began in our midst with the
saving event of Jesus Christ and which can grow wherever people open
themselves to the Word of God and to the work of the Spirit (See Mk
1:15; Lk 17: 21 and others). Trust in the fidelity of God, who made a
covenant with all humanity and with all living creatures so that life would
never again be wiped out of the earth (see Gen 9:8-11), encourages us and
at the same time urges us to make our contribution, however small and
modest, to building a better world with determination. Trust in God gives
us at the same time a profound serenity and joy. In fact, our Constitutions
remind us that «the awareness of being bearers of those energies that will
free it from the slavery of corruption and introduce it into the freedom of
the children of God, may give us the joy promised by Christ, which no one
can ever take away from us».70

In the light of current developments, let us remember once again that
the foundation of our hope is not a triumphant history or the visible suc-
cess of human endeavours, but Jesus ‘the crucified and risen’. We want to
go in search of the spiritual resources and motivations that spring from
our faith as well as from the spirituality and tradition of our Order.

Let us, therefore, listen to the Word of God, to welcome the good
news of the Kingdom, as an invitation to trust in times of crisis and as an
enabling to know how to respond to today’s challenges in a lucid and
courageous way, offering new proposals and alternatives. We want to
reflect on the invitation to rejoice addressed to Mary by the Angel of the
Lord (see Lk 1:28) and to rediscover joy as one of the characteristics of

the Kingdom of God.

69 ORDO FRATRUM SERVORUM BEATAE MARIAE VIRGINIS, Constitutiones et Directorium
Generale, cit., n. 299, p. 117.

70 [bid., n. 299, p. 117.
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Finally, we ask ourselves what the witness of the Servants of the
Mother of Jesus can be in a world of conflicts. We are aware that peace is
first and foremost a gift of God and a prophecy of Christians and of
women and men of good will. At the same time, the acceptance of this gift
makes us responsible and obliges us to the service of peace and fraternity
with firm and persevering determination. Once again we will allow our-
selves to be guided by our gaze on Mary and her relationship with peace in
the horizon of the messianic proclamation of the Kingdom of God.

3. Abandon fear, maintain constancy

“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give
you the kingdom” (Lk 12:32).

The Good News of the Kingdom, as an invitation to trust in times of
crisis, keeps alive the attraction and timeliness of its message, whose objec-
tive is to build a society under the banner of humanity, founded on the
value of solidarity and mutual acceptance. To the challenges that history
presents in particularly complex and difficult moments, such as those we
are now experiencing, caused by social dynamics, political choices, econom-
ic speculation and religious ideologies, where the sense of the human is
lacking and where the person is trampled on without scruples, it is neces-
sary to know how to respond in a lucid and courageous way, offering new
proposals and alternatives. Faced with vast structures and systems of power
that stand as great invincibles and colossuses, the communities of believers
in history, aware of their own fragility, must face these challenges without
letting themselves be taken by appearances, nor conditioned by the arro-
gance, domination and violence with which they impose themselves. In
these communities, which maintain fidelity to the Gospel as a way of human
growth and maturation, despite the precariousness and limitations of the
forces that distinguish them, we wish to recognize the living presence of the
Order of the Servants of Mary.

The invitation not to fear, as the words of Luke’s Gospel remind us,
when one becomes aware of one’s own reality, is the guarantee for resuming
the witness in favour of the Kingdom with greater energy. Fear vanishes
when we understand the Kingdom as a human reality that is a gift of the
Father, an expression of his unconditional love and a sign of his presence
among us as Lord and giver of life. The Kingdom is incarnated in history in



Chapter Document 193

the light of the Gospel message, in its diffusion and implementation,
according to processes of individual and collective growth, and is progres-
sively manifested where human relationships are open to dialogue, commu-
nication and sharing. A reality under the banner of the human where the
rights of each of its members are guaranteed and their dignity as persons is
protected, in such a way as to make communion strong as a factor of unity,
is already the presence of the Kingdom.

Remove the fear, the anguish in not seeing a way out of the dramatic
events and situations to which humanity is exposed today, is the effect of
the gift received, the one that the Father likes to grant without any kind of
limits or conditions. Therefore, we must overcome all fear, but always
remaining as small and simple realities (‘a little flock’), because it is the
Father who takes care of each of them. This allows us to always experience
the gift, his Kingdom that is already present in us, but we invoke his coming
as the full manifestation of the Creator’s plan. And it must always be this
experience of giving that promotes the particular features of our communi-
ties, enhancing the human and cultural richness that characterizes them. To
recognize the presence of the Lord in history, making his words our own:
“Be courageous, I have overcome the world!” (Jn 16:33), means believing
in his manifestation where there are no expressions of domination or abuse
of any kind, of accumulation of money or exploitation, where every form of
darkness, lies and death is answered with light, truth and life. Recognizing
the presence of the Lord in the diversity of those who welcome him is a sign
of openness, progress and future, since only in diversity, as true human rich-
ness, it is possible to create unity and communion, thus guaranteeing per-
sonal growth and fulfilment. The presence of the Lord is therefore recog-
nized through the acceptance of the gift of the Kingdom and its progressive
construction by incarnating his Word in us.

To start this process, the fundamental step is always conversion (Gr.
Metanoia), a change of mentality, therefore of behaviour, which puts the
good and happiness of the other first, orienting personal choices always in
this line of the human. Conversion does not bring God into play but the
other. In this way, diversity is protected, since it concerns the benevolent
and welcoming behaviour that one has towards each person. Only with the
premise of change can we believe in the good news and build the Kingdom,
as Jesus’ first words in his preaching testify: “the kingdom of God is at
hand, repent and believe in the Gospel” (Mk 1:15). The proximity of the
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Kingdom is not a question of space, but of perception. If we accept the invi-
tation to ‘change/conversion’ as a constant practice that accompanies our
journey as disciples of Christ, we can welcome the good news of the
Kingdom, believe in it and experience in a real way its life-giving action, its
regenerating power.

Experiencing the gift of the Kingdom frees us from all fear, so conver-
sion is the response that makes this liberation effective, despite human lim-
itations and weaknesses. The Kingdom then begins to manifest itself in his-
tory with slow but fruitful processes; for this reason, the Gospel teaching
speaks of it with images that have to do with human development and
growth. In the parables of the Kingdom this is recognized as a modest and
simple reality, like a mustard sapling (Mk 4:30-32), which does not stand
out to the eye, but whose branches can offer shade and shelter to the birds.
Thus the fraternities of the Servants of Mary must be recognized as living
realities for their witness of simple life, which do not attract attention, but
which are always capable of welcoming those whom society rejects and
deprives of their rights, ready to share generously what they are and what
they have. The aspect of the simplicity of the Kingdom, in Jesus’ teaching,
is completed with that of knowing how to be immersed in history, mingling
with others, to transform it, as the parable of the leaven reminds us (Mt
13:33): a handful of leaven is enough to leaven every reality lacking life. The
call to mingle, as yeast does when flour ferments, is carried out in being for
others without any kind of reservation or exclusion, without prejudices that
cause discrimination and division.

The Kingdom of God does not come or manifest itself in such a way
as to attract attention, but is already in our midst (see Lk 17:21), since we
incarnate in our lives his message, his good news, that of an exclusively good
God, who loves his creatures and who works all things for the good of those
who trust in him (see Rom 8:28). This trust removes all fear and renews
every day the invitation to rejoice, to exult like Mary so that the Lord’s grace
may be with us (see Lk 1:28). Joy is one of the characteristics of the
Kingdom of God and this too is the fruit of conversion, of the acceptance
of the Spirit who opens up to life, enveloping it in joyful hope and separat-
ing it from all evil. Popular wisdom says that ‘a sad saint is a sorry saint’,
therefore it is rejoicing that expresses true holiness, separating ourselves
from evil, as an expression of knowing how to give, collaborate, share with
others, in order to overcome that pessimistic and non-constructive vision of
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history that makes life fruitless. Holiness as parrhesia is «boldness, it is an
evangelizing impulse that leaves a mark on this world»;7! it, therefore, con-
sists in accepting the gift of the Spirit’s joy by transmitting it to others. The
joy that comes from the Lord makes us ‘blessed’, even in the difficulties and
pain of a polarized, divided and wounded world. Even if Mary had to face
difficulties and hardships, adversity and misunderstandings in the fulfilment
of the Word of God, none of the Gospel texts referring to her speak of her
‘pain’, but of full fidelity to the plan of salvation, making her life a perennial
song of joy. She is also the cause of our joy, because the angel’s first words
to Mary at the moment of the Annunciation were not just a greeting, but an
invitation to exult and rejoice. These words have a particular Old
Testament background, where the voices of the prophets echo as they
exhort the people to rejoice and welcome the messianic Saviour (see Zeph
3:14-17; Zech 2:14). Mary of Nazareth becomes the concrete realization of
the joyful promise. In her person, God’s salvific plan is carried out, making
it the maximum expression of his grace, a sign of messianic joy, of love that
becomes flesh, because it finds acceptance and asks only to receive
Communion. From the moment of the Annunciation, Mary becomes the
woman who exults and rejoices in her Lord. This is why our Order has
always had a special love for her person and her witness to the Kingdom
makes her a guiding image for her Servants.

To be a community of believers, a fraternity of the Servants of Mary in
the contemporary world, inspired by Mary, means making Gospel values
our own, putting into practice in each of us the good news of the Kingdom
that deals with equality, service, and sharing in solidarity. The lucidity in
keeping this practice always alive, being vigilant against any attempt to
entrench oneself in command, in the accumulation of goods, in personal
prestige, makes joy authentic, realizing the beatitude that accompanies the
gift of the Kingdom by the Father and its construction in history: “Blessed
are those servants whom the master will find awake on his return; truly, I say
to you, he will clasp his garments to bis loins, and have them sit down at table,
and come and serve them” (Lk 12:37). Only in service done out of love is

true “lordship” expressed and only by being free to serve can we become
“lords”, builders of peace, called “children of God” (see Mt 5:9).

7t Pope Francis, Gaudete et exsultate. Apostolic Exbortation on the Call to Holiness in the
Contemporary World (2018), n. 129.



The following text in italics was added to the document during the General Chapter

On 24" November 2025, Pope Leo XIV, addressed the Participants of the General
Chapter as follows:

«lt is significant for you that the first members of the Order chose to be and to be called
“Servants", and that the foundation itself took its first steps in the context of a hospice
for the poor: the Fonte Viva Hospital of Bigallo. There, your founders placed
themselves at the service of the sick, pilgrims, poor women, in short, the least of their
time, giving them all the goods they possessed, so as to follow, naked, the naked Lord.
And it is the experience of serving God in the weunds of the suffering that soon led
them to the encounter with Him in the contemplation of Monte Senario, “cor unum et
anima una in Dewm” (Rule 3). Life following the Gospel is like this: it is passion for
God and for man, which leads to loving heaven and earth with the same intensity.

Only in this union are the right choices born and matured which, today as then, atlow
us lo be present where our brothers and sisters ave most wounded, where the Lord wants
us to be. In this sense, I wish to encourage you in your service to the poor — immigrants,
prisoners, the sick — as well as in your commitment {o promoting an integral ecology
for the protection of creation and of people in the places where you work».
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4, Peace and the Gospel: the witness of the Servants of the Mother of Jesus
in a world of conflicts

The Gospel witness to peace represents in the life of the Church, and
more than ever today in the dramatic situation of so many factors that
undermine unity and concord among peoples, one of the decisive aspects
regarding fidelity or infidelity to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

4.1. Peace, a gift of God and a prophecy of those who feel loved by the Lord

Peace, from the perspective of Kerygrmza New Testament, is the gift
offered to all women and men loved from the risen Lord Jesus: “For he is our
peace. .. who broke down in his flesh the wall of division that was in the middle,
that is, enmity... He came to proclaim the gospel of peace” (Eph 2:14.7). Peace
is the fruit of the new life inaugurated by his death and resurrection. To pro-
claim that Jesus died on the cross and rose again for us means to believe that,
in He, God, has spoken his definitive word of merciful love on the world.
Thus, proclaiming that God establishes messianic peace through the word
and action of the Son becomes the formidable ‘newness’ introduced into
human history. It is born of a profound renewal of the human heart, of con-
version as a change of mentality. Before being a ‘peaceful’ relationship with
others, a sign of universal brotherhood, peace is a gift that transforms the per-
son in his relationship with God and with his neighbour. It removes the fear
of judgment and punishment, it manifests the goodness of a God who in
Christ Jesus gives us new life, beyond human limitations and our sin.

As important and dutiful as all human actions aimed at building and
weaving relationships for a stable and just peace are, the Word of God reveals
something that even for us today sounds scandalous: peace is essentially a gift
of God, something that man cannot give himself, even with all his efforts. And
this peace has the traits of Jesus’ messianic and prophetic action: meekness
and renunciation of violence, condemnation of all arrogance and abuse,
including religious abuse, forgiveness, service and compassion. To be disci-
ples of Jesus means not to have recourse to violence and the sword, not to
learn the art of war, but to open paths of dialogue and communion with all
creatures. This should make our Churches reflect because this conviction has
often been witnessed by sisters and brothers of other faiths or non-believers.
In the face of wars, conflicts and violence of all kinds, the believer has only
one ‘weapon’: to become a minister of God’s forgiveness and reconciliation.
At the same time, we are aware that the acceptance of the gift of peace and



Chapter Document 197

the service of forgiveness and reconciliation also include a resolute commit-
ment to unmask and denounce injustice. Forgiveness and peace are the fruit
of both justice and love. Being builders of peace therefore also means fighting
and overcoming the structures of injustice that produce tensions and con-
flicts, indicating and concretely practicing ways to resolve difficult situations
without violence. At the same time, we must not lose sight of the obligation
to assist the weakest and most vulnerable individuals and groups to protect
them from aggression and injustice.

Being peacemakers, committing ourselves to justice and initiating pro-
cesses of forgiveness and reconciliation, should be the authentic initiative of
peace that animates the spirit of communities that refer to the charism of the
Servants of Mary. It is necessary, therefore, to use useful means to introduce
into the concrete history of our societies and cultures “messianic energies”
capable of overcoming evil with good (see Rom 12:14), aware of the risk
involved in announcing the ‘dangerous memory’ of the Cross and
Resurrection. The Kingdom of God consists, ultimately, in peace, in the
Shalom of God, brought by the ‘defeated messiah’ Christ Jesus to the world.

4.2. Mary and peace in the horizon of the messianic proclamation of
the Kingdom of God

The relationship between the Mother of the Lord and the theme of
peace can lend itself to reductive readings that are not without ambiguity
and misunderstanding. For example, a reading that sees Mary as a mediator
in the wars fought by Christians against other Christians or against the faith-
ful of other religions, calling her as the ‘Mother of Victory’ appears to us as
scandalous and contrary to an evangelical reading of peace.

Only a solid anchoring in Sacred Scripture can reveal the theological
and spiritual richness of this unique relationship. And it is in the prophetic
tradition of believing Israel that Mary must be placed. The peace proclaimed
by the prophets turns out to be a historical and salvific gift for the benefit of
the entire people, especially for the poorest, the humble, the bent (azawin).
A gift, that of peace, which is always bestowed by God, to such an extent
that the prophets expect this gift from a newborn child, whose name is
“Prince of Peace” (Is 9:6), and in whose kingdom peace will have no end.
That day will be celebrated as an event of God’s grace, because “mzen will
make their swords into plowshares, their spears into pruning hooks, and one
nation will not lift up sword against another, and they will no longer train
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themselves in the art of war” (Is 2:4). Here there is all the tension for an
expectation of messianic liberation and the definitive establishment of the
Kingdom of God, a kingdom of peace and justice. Peace has the face and
action of Christ, of a person, the Messiah. This is a cosmic peace that rec-
onciles heaven and earth, creature and Creator.

Mary, the mother of Jesus, is presented in Luke’s Gospel as the one
who was chosen to carry the Messiah of peace in her womb. In Mary, the
woman of Galilee, representative of the poor (anawin) of the people of
Israel, new life was born by the power of the Spirit, the fulfilment of the
plan of salvation, and for this reason her voice rejoices with the words of the
Magnificat (see Lk 1:46-55) where God’s mercy is proclaimed and the
effects produced by his compassion are presented, inaugurating the defini-
tive messianic time. Her song, where the world ruled by the arrogant and
hard-hearted will be overthrown in favour of the poorest and humblest,
seems to be belied, today as in the past, because of the interest and conve-
nience of those who aspire to power and exercise it. All the more reason
should this prophetic praise of Mary constitute for all believers the
strongest prayer of thanksgiving and intercession addressed to the God of
peace. Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the Lutheran pastor and theologian who was
killed 80 years ago by Hitler’s direct orders in the Flossenblirg concentra-
tion camp, said that this song has nothing «of the sweet, melancholic or even
graceful tones of some of our Christmnas carols, but a hard, strong, inexorable
song that speaks of overthrown thrones and humiliated lords in this world, of
the power of God and of the impotence of men. It is the tones of the prophetic
women of the Old Testament — of Deborab, of Judith, of Miriam — that live
here on Mary’s lips».72 Even a certain very disembodied and vacuous
Christian reading, almost indifferent to the stories of oppression and injus-
tice that cross peoples, cultures, communities and families in every latitude
of the world, has spiritualized and anesthetized the scope of the ‘risky and
subversive memory’ that the Magnificat brings with it.

And the fact that this canticle, the longest text of the whole New

Testament, is placed on the lips of a woman should not be overshadowed.
This detail should lead all of us, Servants of the Mother of the Lord, to a

72 D. BONHOEFFER, Selected Writings (1933-1945), Italian edition edited by Alberto
ConNcI, Queriniana, Brescia 2009, pp. 67-68.
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more attentive and solicitous consideration of the participation of women
in the life of the Church and of our communities. An obligatory path,
then, for all of us, who we rely on and we do it perhaps a little too formally
to Domina nostra, it should be that of solidarity and careful and industri-
ous care both for all women who are victims of violence, abuse, rape,
injustice, and for mothers whose children have died in tragic circum-
stances (accidents, suicides, in the workplace) or who have been killed in
fratricidal wars.

4.3. The communities of the Servants at the service of peace and fraternity

In this brief letter from the CCXV General Chapter of our Order, we
have repeatedly emphasized the gravity of the present hour in which the
world, cultures and peoples seem incapable of understanding the inclusive
language of otherness as a gift and possibility.

Never without the other was the title of a book by Michel de Certeau,
in his delving into the complex reality of difference and in suggesting the
importance, indeed the grace, of the presence of someone other different
from me, from us.”> Today it seems that ‘without the other’, without the
presence of those who do not share the colour of my skin, my culture and
my religion, is the right way to live life to the fullest. Hence the conflict, the
war and everything that opposes a true fraternity.

When our first Fathers in the thirteenth century began this ‘adventure’
of grace that is the Servite Family, even in an age far removed from ours,
they found themselves faced with the same rivalry and conflict as the ‘small-
er’ world they inhabited. Constantly inspired by the figure of Mary in the
mystery of the Annunciation of the Lord, like her, they chose that the God
of peace be the centre of their evangelical action in favour of the poorest
and most disadvantaged, and fraternity almost the commandment of their
way of being and living, rejecting everything that could fuel bullying, vio-
lence and oppression of all kinds.

73 See M. DE CERTEAU, Mai senza l'altro. Viaggio nella differenza [Never without the
other. Journey into difference], Qigajon-Monastery di Bose, Magnano (BI) 1993.
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As to read at number 37 of the Legenda de origine: «The exercise of
charity concerned [...] the neighbour, whose needs they sought first of
all to know. They shared in the pain of others with bowels of love
and, according to their possibilities, helped the poor in all their needs,
spiritual and material. And they all considered them brothers and sis-
ters, and with the same mercy they had towards themselves, they for-
gave those who had offended them. Finally, they were solicitously
interested in the situation of others: that is, they were content with
the righteous and wept with sinners, they encouraged the righteous
to persevere in their state of justice, and they urged sinners to convert
50 that they would not touch the bottom of their misery».74

This is the way for the renewal of our communities even today in what-
ever place or continent they inhabit: to know the needs of our neighbour,
to share in the pain of others, to love despite our limitations and poverty of
every kind, to recognize everyone as children loved by the Lord, excluding
no one and always forgiving.

The logic of the Gospel, which always brings us back to the gift of pres-
ence of the other, the responsibility and care that follow, remains the only
movement that should animate the life of every believer and every Christian
community. Every day we hear about ‘drones’ that follow women and men
to kill, destroy, annihilate. The ‘drone’ of a Christian and of any woman and
man of good will only follow the pace of those who struggle the most and
are oppressed by abuse, injustice and exclusion, to intercept them and
reach them with love and compassion.

In the encyclical letter Fratelli tutti, at numbers 215-221, Pope Francis
wanted to indicate the only possible way to live fraternity and social friend-
ship in the following of Jesus.”> We too, as brothers and sisters Servants of
Mary, in the light of the charismatic intuition of our first Fathers and after
centuries of experience, are called to be a fruitful sign of Christian fraterni-
ty. But for this to happen it is necessary: to recognize the other in his or her
unique and unrepeatable specificity; to allow the other the right to be able

74 Historical and spiritual sources of the Servants of St. Mary, 1 from 1245 to 1348,
Servitium, Sotto il Monte (BG) 1998, p. 233.
75 See FRANCIS, Encyclical Letter “Fratelli tutti” on fraternity and social friendship

(2020), nn. 215-221.
and LEO XIV, Apostolic Exhortation "Dilexi te" on love for the poor (2025), nn. 67,103-121.
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to be in his or her diversity and difference, doing so with empathy and with-
out prejudice; to meet the other always with respect, kindness and tender-
ness, especially if he or she is in need and suffering; never allow, absolutely
never, that harshness, prejudices and rigorism be attitudes admitted and
tacitly shared in our being together.

At the end of this brief message from the General Chapter of the
Servants of Mary, no response can remain unanswered in the face of the
upheaval of the world at this precise moment in history in which violent and
exclusionary polarizations seem to prevail over recourse to dialogue and the
construction of a peace supported by justice. We have already emphasized
that peace, for those who believe, is an action of grace and mercy of the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, of the God of Jesus Christ and will be
fully realized only when the Lord, “He who is and who was and who is to
come” (Rev 1:4) will be manifested by his glory and will be recognized by all
creatures as the source and giver of life. For those who follow the Crucified
and Risen One, the word that he continually addresses to us resounds as the
foundation of his hope: “I amz with you always, even until the end of time”
(Mt 28:20). This hope, however, must inspire and sustain our being peace-
makers. «Whoever wants to save, must dare!», wrote the theologian Johann
Baptist Metz, paraphrasing the thought of his teacher Karl Rahner.76 Hence
the invitation to every friar, sister and friend of our communities in all cor-
ners of the world where there is a Servite presence, especially where there
are conflicts, wars, social and class or caste injustices, to work in every way
to ‘dare’ words, actions and prophetic visions of peace, true fraternity and
harmony. Only after this concrete and responsible assumption of the risky
gift of Jesus’ messianic peace, each and every one of us will be able to make
our own these words of our poet brother David Maria Turoldo:

«Love
greet people
donate
forgive,
love again and greet
(no one greets

76 J.B. METZ, Memoria passionis. Un ricordo provocatorio nella societa pluralista
[Memoria passionis. A provocative memory in the pluralistic society], Queriniana,
Brescia 2009, p. 106s.
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others in the condominium,
but not even by way).

Give your hand
help
understand
forget
and remember
only the good.

And enjoy the good of others
and make them
enjoy.

Enjoy the nothingness you have
the little that suffices
day after day:
and even that little
— if necessary —
divide it.

And go,
go lightly
behind the wind
and the sun
and sing.

Go from village to village
and greet
everyone

the black, the olive
and even the white.
Sing the dream of the world:
that all countries
contend
to have generated you» 77

77 D. M. TUROLDO, Canta il sogno del mondo, in ID., I/ grande male [Sing the dream of
the world], Arnoldo Mondadori, Milan 1992, pp. 78-79.





