St. Philip Benizi, OSM

A Life Shaped by God’s Love
Peacemaker
Humble Servant

Guided by Our Lady

Feast Day August 23




Opening Prayer

PRAYER

Lord God,

in you the lowly are exalted.

Through the work of Saint Philip

you cared for the Family of Servants of Mary
by nurturing its growth and confirming its way of life.
By faithful service of Our Lady, may we,

like Philip, proclaim with apostolic zeal

the Reign of your Son,

who with you and the Holy Spirit,

lives and reigns, one God, for ever and ever.




Three Dimensions of St.
Philip’s Life and Witness

 Rooted in God’s Love
* His work as a Peacemaker

* His example as a Humble Servant




Who Was St. Philip
Benizi, 0.S.M?

e Servite friar and Prior General
* Helped guide and preserve the young Order
* Worked for peace and reconciliation

* His encounter with St. Peregrine helped open
the way to Peregrine's conversion

Remembered within the Servite family as a “Father of the Order.”



Rooted in God’s
Love

1John3:1-24

“Let us love not in word or speech
but in deed and truth.”




God’s love shaped St. Philip’s life and
vocation.

For St. Philip, love became a way of
life:

* Centered in Christ
e Guided by Our Lady

* Lived in service to the Church, the
Order, and those in need

God's love received becomes God's love given.



Love
Pause & Reflect

Where have | experienced God's love
becoming visible through the actions of
another person?

Where is God's love asking me to give
something of myself?




Discussion

Guided by Our Lady, how are we
called to make God's love visible in
our (Servite) communities and in the
lives of those we encounter?




His Work as a
Peacemaker

* Encountering Division

St. Philip entered places marked by conflict and
hostility.

* Choosing Reconciliation

He responded with mercy and sought restoration
rather than retaliation.

* Creating the Possibility for Conversion

His peaceful response to St. Peregrine’s hostility
became part of St. Peregrine’s transformation.




Peace
Pause & Reflect

Where does Christ invite me to become a
peacemaker rather than avoiding all conflict?




Discussion

How can our communities become places where peace is cultivated?



His Vocation as a Humble
Servant

St. Philip Chose the Place of a Servant
* Entered the Order as a lay brother

* Concealed his education and learning
* Did not seek position or recognition

* Repeatedly asked to resign as Prior General

Though educated and respected, the titles St. Philip cherished were simply “Servant” and “Brother.”



Humility Becomes
Service

* Cared for the poor and those who suffered.

* Traveled to visit and strengthen Servite
communities.

* Guided the Order through uncertainty.

* Strengthened its Constitutions and common
life.

* Gave himself to the needs of the Order rather
than seeking his own position.

St. Philip did not confuse service with status. For him, leadership was a call to serve.



Pause . Reflect . Share

Pause & Reflect

Can | serve when no one notices, recognizes, or
rewards what | have done?

Share

What does St. Philip teach us about leadership as
humble service?

Where is Our Lady inviting me to say “yes” to humble service?



Living the Spirit of
St. Philip

* God’s love shaped St. Philip.

* Love moved him toward peace and
reconciliation.

* Peace was lived through humble
service.

Guided by Our Lady toward Christ, St.
Philip shows us how the Servite way
becomes a life given in love to others.




Living the Spirit of St.
Philip

As we leave our time together, ask for St. Philip’s
intercession and consider how you might live his
example of love, peacemaking, and humble
service in your daily life.




Love

Offer a concrete act of self-giving love.
Peacemaking

Bring peace or reconciliation

to a difficult relationship or situation.
Humble service

Offer a hidden act of service without

seeking recognition.
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